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MINSK,  USSR-Christian  bdieven 
fill  the  prayer  bouse  of  the  Minsk  Bafi> 
list  Church  at  several  worship  services 
each  week. 

They  crowd  the  main  flocu'  and  the 
diree^ded  balcony.  At  a  recent  week¬ 
day  service,  one  of  the  several  choirs, 
sang  a  number  in  Ehiglish  fw  western 
visitors  present,  while  worshippwa. 
arriving  late  had  to  take  up  places 
among  many  already  standing. 

The  interior  of  this  prayer  house  is 
one  of  the  roost  attractively  decorated 
which  Baptists  have  anywhere  in  the 
worid;  but  the  building,  completed  laM 
year  by  enlarging  an  earlier  structure, 
has  no  baptismal  pool. 

Churdi  members,  who  were  willing 
to  form  human  ch^ns  to  pass  bricks 
and  boards  from  hand  to  hand,  refused 
to  add  a  baptistry. 

“Our  believers  preferred  to  keep  on 
having  the  baptismal  services  as  be¬ 
fore,”  explains  Konstantin  Lomako, 
pastor  for  the  past  six  years. 

The  way  it  was  before  and  appa-  ed,  “we  don’t  want  something  selfish 
rently  wjll  remain,  is  fw  baptismal  for  ourselves.” 
candidates  and  members  to  travel  14  Eugene  A.  Laird,  pastor  of  Royal 
kilometres  to  an  artificial  lake  known  Heights  Baptist  Church  in  Delta, 
as  the  “Sea  d  Minsk.”  British  Columbia,  was  one  of  five  Bap- 

“It  was  really  cold  out  there  in  1979  tist  leaders  who  addressed  the  second 
when  we  had  51  persons  to  baptize,”  meeting  of  the  21-member  conunittee 
Pastor  Lomako  recalls.  He  also  re-  studying  the  implication,  of  seating 
members  a  baptismal  service  in  1960,  messengers  from  the  62  SBC-affiliated 
the  year  new  construction  began.  His  churches  in  Canada, 
son,  Sergei,  was  one  of  56  baptized  The  committee,  chaired  by  Fred 
then.  Roach,  a  Dallas  homebuilder,  was  ap- 
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Worshippers  crowd  church  building  in  Minsk,  USSR. 


Hobbs,  Leavell 


have  the  resources  to  complete  the 
task  by  themselves.  We  ne^  all  the 
help  we  can  get,”  he  said. 

Steeves  noted,  however,  that  the 
proposed  action  of  seating  Canarfian 
messaigers  in  the  SBC  “dora  raise  the 
possibility  of  the  SBC  becoming  an  in¬ 
ternational  denomination  in  direct 

By  Betty  Smith  Laird  said  he  talked  with  several  oth^  competition  with  the  ministry  of  the 

Southern  Baptist  pastors  in  Canada,  Bapfet  World  Alliance.” 

,  has  a  work,  needs,  and  their  requests  from  and  said  their  feeling  is  that  “we  don’t  William  H.  Jones,  editor  and  man- 
I  Moon  the  Lottie  Moon  Christmas  Offering  know  if  it  is  wise  to  be  seated  as  mes-  ager  of  the  BFC  publication,  The 

n  Mis-  funds.  sengers.”  He  added  the  motion  to  seat  Canadian  Baptist,  was  more  specific 

[oal  of  On  Sunday  nights,  other  mission  Canadian  messengers  “was  a  beauti-  wh«iherefe^edtothedevelopm«itof 
>r  four  emphases  were  given  by  different  ful,  beautiful  thoughtful  gesture,”  but  SBC  churches  in  Canada  as  the 
idmoor  groups  or  individuals  in  the  church,  “some  of  us  might  not  have  initiated  it  “Southern  Baptist  invasion,”  and  said 
r  mis-  Each  worship  service  also  featured  at  this  time.  Maybe  later,  but  probably  “one  of  the  possibilities”  of  seating 
fission  “Missionary  Moments,”  when  qiecial  not  now.”  messengers  is  that  “Canadian  Bap- 

miasions  needs  were  highlighted.  When  asked  if  action  to  decline  to  tists  would  withdraw  both  from  the 

sre  ap-*’*  Bill  Fmrell,  director  of  missions  at  seat  Canadian  Southern  Baptists  North  American  Baptist  Fellowship 

where  Broadmoor,  says,  “We  have  a  special  would  hurt  the  work  there,  Laird  re-  and  the  BWA.” 

PcgSy  interest  in  the  foreign  missions  em-  sponded:  “One  of  the  things  that  con-  Douglas  N.  Moffat,  executive  minis- 

ch,  and  phasis  and  the  Lottie  Moon  Christmas  cems  me  the  most  is  that  we  would  go  ter  of  the  Baptist  Union  of  Western 

solved.  Offering  because  of  these  young  to  the  convention  floor  and  messengers  Canada,  told  the  committee  he  wanted 
liildren  cou(des  serving  in  different  parts  of  would  vote  ‘no.’  As  long  as  there  is  “to  say  one  thing.  I  want  it  recorded 
irlough  the  world.”  a  ‘yes’  vote,  that  is  okay,  but  if  there  is  and  noted  that  in  1983  a  man  from'a 

When  asked  why  so  many  young  a ‘no’ vote,  then  that  would  hurt  us  the  small  denomination  issued  a  challeflge 
ire  ap-  people  from  Broadmoor  have  most.”  *  to  a  big  dmomination.  'That  challenge 

rved  in  1  Continued  on  Paee  3)  In  addition  to  hearing  Laird,  the  (Continued  on  Page  3) 
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One  more  time  for  Mrs.  O’Hair 


No.  1493,  but  she  doesn’t  have  to.  She  is  rass  Christians  and  in  <Mrder  to  be  able 
getting  more  mileage  out  of  the  situa-  to  demand  equal  time  or  q>ace  to  ra¬ 
tion  as  it  is  than  she  would  if  she  were  fute  the  charges  of  the  petitions, 
to  file  a  petition.  He  may  be  right;  but  whether  he  is  or 

not,  the  FOC  needs  to  be  spared  the 
No  one  could  figure  out  where  all  of  pain  of  receiving  letters  of  protest 
these  fake  petitions  came  from  until  about  a  bogus  petition.  They  have  re- 
ber  son,  William  Murray,  became  a  ceived  millions  of  such  {ueces  of  cor- 
Cbristian  recently  and  spilled  the  respondence;  and,  in  years  past,  have 
beans,  if  indeed  there  were  beans  to  be  had  to  hire  extra  workers  just  to  keep 
q>illed.  One  cim  only  spectilate  as  to  up  with  the  mail, 
whether  or  not  be  knows  for  sure  what  They  deserve  a  break, 
is  going  on  or  if  he  is  speculating  him-  If  anyone  has  any  doubts,  I  will  be 
self  hrom  his  knowledge  of  his  mother’s  glad  to  speak  furtbtf  about  the  situa- 
motives  and  interests.  He  says  that  tion  by  telephone  or  letter.  The  truth  of 
Mrs.  O’Hair  is  keeping  the  bogus  peti-  the  matter  is  that  there  is  nothing  to  it. 
tions  in  circulation  in  wder  to  embar-  But  call  us  before  writing  the  FCC. 


•:  Again  a  rash  of  false  petitions  has  tion  No.  3498  filled  with  the  FOC.  It  was 
spread  across  the  state  in  unexplained  not  Ifrs.  O’Hair  who  filed  it,  and  its 
pMteion.  These  petitions  daim  that  intant  was  not  to  get  all  religious  radio 
.Madalyn  Murray  O’Hair  has  tried  to  stations  taken  off  the  air.  It  was  filed  in 
have  all  religious  radio  stations  taken  1974  by  two  men  in  California.  Their 
eff-tim  air.  They  are  directed  to  the  were  Jeremy  D.  Ijinsman  and 

FMoralOonununicationsCommiaaion  Lorenzo  W.  Milam.  The  intent  of  their 
andask  that  Mrs.  O’Hair’s  petition  be  petition  was  to  ask  the  FOC  not  to 
denied.  license  any  additional  religious  radio 

^  sititation.  As  ev«7one  is  aware,  Mrs.  O’Hair  is 

•'  The  problem  is,  the  only  thing  that  is  possibly  the  world’s  most  visable 
right  about  the  petitions  being  drcu-  atheist.  Probably  she  would  be  happy 
;  lated  is  tbtfe  once  was  actually  a  peti-  to  make  such  a  petition  to  the  FCC  as 


My  uncle,  a  self-appointed  missionary 


They  never  had  children  of  their  parents.  Our  daughter,  Alice,  is  named 
own,  and  my  aunt  ran  sort  d  a  chil-  for  this  aunt,  Maude  Alice  Rhoads, 
dren’s  haven  as  a  part  of  her  ministry  Mary  Eleanor  Kong  is  the  wife  of  the 

to  people.  They  adlopted  two,  a  Cauca-  executive  secretary  of  the  Hawaii 
sian  boy  before  they  mov^  and  an  Baptist  Convention.  She  is  a  native  of 
Oriental  girl  in  Hawaii.  Perhaps  it  is  Mississippi,  and  her  mother  runs  a 
strange  to  find  an  oriental  girl  with  a  store  in  Ripley.  We  had  occasion  to 
name  like  Hazel  McGregor  (now  visit  a  great  deal  during  fte  annual 
Walker),  but  she  is  as  much  a  part  of  Woman’s  Missionary  Union  board 
our  family  as  anyone  else.  meeting  in  Alabama  in  January  of  last 

year.  We  were  snow  bound  (150  women 
As  I  have  reflected  about  my  family  and  I), 
in  these  past  few  days,  I  have  been  She  told  me  a  great  deal  about  my 
reading  a  book  of  poems  written  by  my  uncle.  Evidently  his  lay  ministry  had  a 
father’s  sister.  The  title  is  “Evoiing  sizeable'  influence  on  Baptist  work  in 
Sacrifice.”  This  also  was  given  to  me  Hawaii. 

earlier  this  year.  They  are  extremely  And  pertiaps  my  journalism  career 
well  written,  and  I  am  a  tough  critic  has  be^  an  extension  (rf  his  interests, 
when  it  comes  to  poetry.  Anne  McWil-  He  chose  journalism  when  he  had  a 
liams,  our  poetry  editor,  will  verify  choice.  I  f^  Into  it  by  accident  when  I 
this,  ^t  these  are  good,  and  they  are  returned  to  Baylor  after  the  war  and 
written  mostly  about  members  her  couldn’t  find  anything  else  to  take,  ^t 
family,  and  therefore  mine,  or  from  I  liked  it;  it  has  b^n  a  rewarding 
personal  experiences.  Included  are  career;  and  if  my  involvement  in  it  has 
poems  about  her  parents,  my  grand-  been  gratifying  to  my  uncle,  I  am  glad. 


My  uncle,  Taylor  McGregor,  moved  enition.  I  was  17  when  it  started.  My 
,  to  Hawaii  in  1946  to  serve  as  a  self-  father, whowa840,becaineachaplain. 
'*  appointed  niissiaiiary.  He  was  sort  of  a  Uncle  Taylor  was  sort  a  favorite  of 

forerunner  of  what  is  now  known  as  mine  when  I  was  a  youngster.  We 
'Mission  Service  Corps,  except  he  named  our  <dder  son,  for  him;  for 
‘MryedaboutSSyearsor  so.  Actually,  his  first  name  was  Robol. 

,.^llv^  in  HawaU  for  37  years  and  died  He  graduated  from  Baylor  Univer- 

1  *1 M  years  of  age.  g  clegree  in  jour- 

He  was  a  tentmaker.  He  made  his  naUnn,  though  he  never  made  his  liv- 
own  livdihood  in  order  to  do  vdiat  he  ing  in  ttotfi^.  He  liked  to  write,  how- 
could  in  Hawaii  Baptist  work.  From  ever,  and  the  last  time  he  visited  us  in 
accounts  of  those  wte  knew  him  well,  Mississippi  earlier  this  year,  he  left  a 
including  both  the  former  executive  booklet  99  prayers  and  blessings 
secretary  and  the  present  one,  what  he  that  he  had  written.  It  is  all  poetry, 
did  was  considerable.  I  gyppoge  he  was  artistic.  Following 

..He  became  interested  in  Hawaii  dur-  his  retirement  from  his  governmental 
-Mf  World  Warn  while  he  was  serving  position  he  and  my  aunt  moved  into  a 
in  the  Navy.  I  am  not  sure  that  be  condominium  for  retired  people  in 
had  to  become  involved  in  the  war.  He  Kaneohe,  Hawaii.  As  a  part  of  the  ac- 
witt  39  years  old  when  it  started.  He  tivities,  there  was  a  drama  group;  and 
join^  the  Navy,  however,  and  found  he  took  part  in  19  plays.  Years  ago  he 
Tlns-ilfe’s  work  as  a  self-sustained  mis-  also  wrote  a  song  that  is  still  in  use 
~  sibnary.  Both  he  and  my  father  were  about  the  Baptist  encampment  in 
involved  in  a  war  that  was  for  my  Ken-  Hawaii. 


c/aee^ 

By  Anne  Washbnm  McWilUams 

storm  coming  closer  .  .  . 

t  week  in  tWs  column  I  intro-  munist  leaders  tell  us.  ^  many  p^e 

1  Cwnel  Petrassevich,  feminoit  go  to  church  and  s^ 
cian  who  has  retired  and  moved  ians,butthentheydontactlikeQiiTO- 
liladelphia.  Miss.  Petrassevich  ians!  They  don’t  really  care  about  the 
ed  16  years  <rf  torture,  impris-  people  who  are  in  prison,  and  who  are 
nt,  and  near  starvation  at  the  slaves,  in  other  countries! 

5  of  Communists  in  his  native  Before  Communism  came  to 
ania.  He  said  that  the  Greek  Rumania,  visiting  escaped  Russ^ 
»lic  church  in  Rumania,  of  which  who  were  against  Comnmnlsm 
IS  a  member,  was  extinguished  warned  us,  but  the  majority  md  not 
liundreds  of  its  leaders,  plus  believe  them.  Rumanians  who  ojv 
ands  of  political  prisoners,  "were  posed  (^wnmunism  saw  it  comiiy ,  and 
nr  HiMi  in  nnson  after  the  Soviets  Kave  warnings,  but  their  friends  and 


opinion 


A  healing  balm  for  Christmas 


By  DooNerren 


tecostalleado-,  Richard  Wurmbrandt,  warnings. 

spent  14  years  in  the  same  prison  with  ^  tUijj  the  Rassiaas 

me.  The  Communists  also  arrest^  ,^^t  down  the  Korean  passenger 
some  Baptist  leaders,  mainly  at  the 

beginning  of  the  persecution;  a  Bap^  Itwas  nothing  to  them.  In  the  Soviet 
bishop  was  in  the  same  ceU  with  me  for  hundreds  of  people  are  shot 

three  years,  around  1956.  From  every  day.  What  are  a  few  on  a  plane? 
Ploesti,h6  was  in  prison  because  of  his  well  have  shot  down  the 

religious  acOviUes.  He  preached  to  the  ^  congressman, 

, other iwKor^.andtefsc^^brat-  That’s  typical  of  tlfcm. 

of.  ejorpyffliniyts,  ^yUt^d^goiiy-  Those  other  lives  meant  nothing  to 

-  Art  people  allowad  to  woRshIp  to  the  (hiftf.  Ote  RuttiahVehpto 

churches  to  Rumania  now?  loiew  of  the  incident!  But  what  could 

All  who  signed  a  paper,  promising  jj,gy  ^7  Their  own  countrymen  are 
not  to  protest  against  Communism,  gj,ot  down  for  nothing^^Hhe  tiniest 
were  allowed  to  keep  their  diurches  complaint  they  make,  or  for  no  reason 
open.  More  Baptists  signed  the  paper  gjj  some  ‘whim’  of  their  ‘lead- 
than  did  priests  and  nuns,  possibly  be-  ^  i 

cause  they  had  wives  and  families  to  .  .  „  ,  . 

think  about,  whereas  the  priests  and  D®  the  people  to  Rumania  have  no 
nuns  did  not.  “nd  of  freedom  at  aU? 

The  only  church  totally  abolished  by  (Note:  the  following  answer  is 
law  was  the  Byzantine  Rite  Greek  quoted  from  a  newspaperman  s  inter- 
Oitholic  Church.  Their  buildings  were  view  of  Petrassevich).  There 
destroyed,  put  to  secular  use,  OT  turned  freedom  there.  No  free  elections.  The 
over  to  other  faith  churches.  All  the  Communiste  destroy  your  personality 
other  churdies  are  open  to  worship-  hy  withholding  the  means  to  earn  a 
pers,  but  the  clergymen  are  all  sub-  livelihood  and  through  tenw.  At  first 
jected  to  the  control  of  the  state-that  you  resist  the  economic  pressure  by 
means  the  Communist  Party-as  is  selling  everything  you  have-the 
everything.  Schools,  administration  of  clothes  off  yom  back-to  eat.  But  you 
even  your  own  walnut  trees  from  your  eod  ^  begging  for  a  job,  willing  to 
yard,  cattle,  chickens,  even  your  chil-  submit  to  anything, 
dren,  are  under  control,  and  even  own-  I  will  teU  you  something  you  may  not 

ership,  of  the  Communist  Party.  know.  In  1946,  under  Stalin’s  leader- 
Do  yon  believe  yonr  deliverance  ship,  the  Central  Committee  of  the 
from  prison  was  an  auwer  to  prayer?  •  Communist  Party  in  Moscow  sent  spe- 
Yes,  I  believe  in  God  and  1  believed  clal  instructors  to  all  Communist- 
that  what  I  did  was  right.  From  a  med-  contrdled  countries.  They  taught  the 
ical  standpoint,  I  could  not  have  sur-  use  of  peace  as  a  {U'opaganda  weapon. 
vivedon300to400calOTiesadayforso  They  promoted  worldwide  prop- 
many  years,  without  God’s  protection,  aganda  for  peace  as  a  tactic  to  post- 
What  can  we  do  to  prevent  the  Pone  Western  intercession.  They  used 
spread  of  Communism  here?  the  idea  of  peace  to  estaUish  the  status 

TeU  your  congressman  what  you  be-  quo  of  the  Soviet  presmice  in  half  of 
lieve.  TeU  him  what  you  want.  With  Europe  and  nearly  aU  of  Asia.  There’s 
American  money,  America  cinnmits  no  peace  in  Rumania  now,  only  slavery 

suicide.  These  tatos  with  the  Soviets  and  spintual  death, 
are  like  rubbing  a  cancer!  We  must  1  advise  leaders  of  the  free  world 
show  them  we  mean  what  we  say.  Any  who  visit  Rumania  not  to  be  taken  in  by 

money  we  let  the  Soviets  have  wiU  buy  the  champagne  toasts,  the  attractive 
weapons  which  they  wiU  use  on  us.  Any  buUdings,  the  beautiful  Bladi  Sea  re- 


The  Ught  wUl  shine  on  them.  And  His  name  wiU  be  caUed  Wonder- 

'Thou  shalt  multiply  the  nation,  ful,  (Counselor,  Mighty  God,  Eternal 
Thou  shalt  increase  their  gladness;  Father,  Prince  of  Peace. 

They  wUl  be  glad  in  Thy  presence  There  wiU  be  no  end  to  the  increase 
As  with  the  gladness  of  harvest,  of  His  government  or  of  peace. 

As  men  rejoice  when  they  divide  the  On  the  throne  of  David  and  over  his 
spoil.  kingdom. 

For  Thou  shalt  break  the  yoke  of  To  establish  it  and  to  uphold  it  with 
their  burden  and  the  staff  on  their  justice  ^  ri^t^n^ 
shmildere,  •  ‘ 

Therodof  their  oppressor,  as  at  thj^!*  a* 

battle  of  Midian. 

Fch*  every  boot  of  the  booted  warrior 
in  the  battle  tumult. 

And  cloak  rolled  in  blood,  will  be  for 
burning,  fuel  for  the  fire. 

For  a  child  wiU  be  bom  to  us,  a  son 
wiU  be  given  to  us; 

And  the  government  wiU  rest  on  His 
shoulders; 


: : ;  only  Son  into  this  mixed  up,  confused  In  him  there  i 
i:-  world  to  be  a  healing  balm,  or  may  I  only  peace;  a 
sny  as  a  “bridge  over  troubled  wat-  needed  peace 
I  ^  «rs,”  for  aU  people.  The  birth  of  Jesus  Bethlehem’s  i 
Christ  in  Bethlehem  was  more  than  He  is  the  “P 
jnst  another  birth  of  another  baby,  'whosetablew 
•r  “God  made  a  hqviS5.cfdl,..”_G^.came  Uie/’Mgh^,, 
*r  apwn  toUrts  egrth;  with  his  com-  counsd  we  c 
~  Hg^  liiiiiHiiil  iliii  I  liiMi  mxl  nrdrrfnr  bdpdietoifoss 
:  the  lives  of  all  men  everywhere. 

..The  prophets  of  old  sp^e  of  Him  as 
the  “Prince  of  Peace.”  When  the 
angels  announced  His  birth  on  the  first 
Christmas  night  to  a  group  of  lonely 
sbppberds  they  said  he  would  be  a 
.  brings  peace  and  good  will  to  all 
'  men  d  the  earth. 

Perhaps  it  would  do  us  all  well  to 
(Qgd  anew  the  Christmas  story  of  how 
Gdlf  became  a  num  and  in  so  doing  He 
was  able  to  identify  with  man  in  every 
way.  Perhaps  we  would  become  so  en¬ 
grossed  in  the  true  meaning  ot  Christ¬ 
mas  we  would  forget  for  a  while  the 
every  day  pressures  of  life.  Perhaps 
we  could  place  in  perspective  the 
things  that  are  really  important: 
things  like  love,  family,  and  peace  in 
our:  land.  Perhaps  the  babe  in 
Bettdehem’s  manger  could  stir  anew 
the  importance  of  living  for  others  and 
I  liM  jlist  for  ourselves. 

...Tte  message  of  that  first  Christinas 
was  one  of  peace  and  good  will.  It  was 
.  .God. saying  to  all  mankind,  “I  love 
r -yboCanid  to  show  you  how  mudi  I  love 
^you.  I’ve  decided  to  give  you  my  only 
7^Soo.”  The  message  of  the  first  Christ- 
‘*?mas  speaks  of  men  of  all  races  joining 
rr  hands  and  hearts  for  one  cause:  the 
of  peace,  love,  and  good  will. 

This  world  does  not  need  more 
“peace  talks”  and  agreements  that 
H  only  last  for  a  brief  time  and  then  fade 
^  into  man’s  great  land  of  forgetfulness. 
riThis  world  hungers  for  true  peace 
Tr! among  all  men  imder  God.  Is  this  not 
f^themain  purpose  for  which  Amerira 
waS:founded  over  200  years  ago?  Did 

noUben  come  to  these  shores  from  far 

lands  searching  for  peace  and 
'41^  will? 

~^^My  to  you  there  is  a  balm  in 
'^'BetlMehem’s  manger  for  all  and 
that  bilm  is  Jesus  Qirist.  In  this  mo^ 

^iBOrday  of  computers  and  electronic 
honest  peace  can  be  found 


its  will  ac¬ 
complish  this.” 

(Isaiah  9:^7,  NASB) 

“Joy  to  the  world!  the  Lord  is  come; 
Let  earth  receive  her  King;  . . . 

And  heav’n  and  nature  sing. 

And  heave’n  and  nature  sing.” 

Don  Nerren  is  pastor  of  Center  Hill, 
Monroe  County.  •. 


Ordaining  women  Paul  says,  “for  we  are  all  the  chUdren 

°  of  God  by  faith  in  Christ  Jesus.”  So,  in 

Editor:  the  matter  of  salvation,  and  that  alone 

I  am  writing  today  on  two  subjects,  is  what  Paul  is  speaking  about  here, 
First,  the  old  worn  out  subject  of  there  is  no  distinction  racially,  so- 
women  deacons.  Frankly,  whra  I  get  cially,  or  sexually.  Albert  Barnes  in  his 
to  churd)  it’s  a  man’s  world.  I  do  not  “notes  on  the  New  Testament”  says, 
discredit  women.  Some  churches  with  reference  to  v.  28  “it  does  not 
would  fold  were  it  not  for  the  labor  of  prove  that  the  duties  of  the  ministry 
women,  but  I  read  in  the  Bible  of  bow  are  to  be  performed  by  the  female 
much  trouble  women  caused  in  some  sex.”  He  goes  on  to  say  “the  interpre- 
churdies,  and  frankly  still  do.  If  God  tation  should  be  confin^  to  the  matter 
had  intended  them  to  be  ordained  why  under  consideration.” 
did  he  give  definite  instructions  to  the  What  about  the  qualifications  of  I 
wives  (i  deacons?  He  did  not  say  “even  Timothy  3:1-7.  In  verse  1  he  says  “if  a 

so,  must  their  companion  be  thus  and  num  dehires  the  office,”  whidi  cannot 
so.”  Also  the  scripture  says,  “Man  is  mean  but  one  sex.  In  v.  4  he  says  “one 
head  of  woman  as  Christ  is  bead  of  that  ruleth  well  his  own  house,”  which 
C3iurdi.”  means  the  head  of  the  household,  who 

Second  subject  is  Owen  (hooper  arti-  is  the  man.  Also,  in  v.  2  he  says  “the 
cieof  Nov.  17.  If  Mr.  Cooper  has  never  husband  of  one  wife,”  which  explains 
had  a  divine  calling,  bow  can  he  possi-  itself. 

bly  know  the  difference  between  the  The  scriptures  in  I  Tim.  2:9-14  must 
clergy  and  laity?  I  will  admit  some-  be  examined,  especially  v.  11-12.  In  v. 
times  you  can’t  tell  the  difference  by  n  Paul  says  she  is  to  be  a  learner  and 
their  Itfestyle.  I  am  in  agreement  we  do  that  sUmtiy.  In  v.  12  Paul  forbids  a 
all  need  to  witness,  but  I  dm’t  think  the  woman,  in  the  poblk  assembly,  to  be  a 
seminaries  have  all  the  answers  as  he  teacher  and  “exercise  dominion  over” 
says.  the  man.  According  to  Wuest’s  “Word 

Some  of  the  things  I  have  observed  Studies  in  the  Greek  New  Testament,” 
that  were  products  (rf  seminaries  were  Volume  II,  page  46-49  “the  kind  of 
as  f(^ows:  ordaining  w(Mnen,integratr  teacher  Paul  has  in  mind  is  spoken  of 
ing  churches,  open  Lord’s  Supper,  in  Acts  13: 1, 1  Cor.  12:28-29,  and  Ephe- 
alien-baptism,  teiKdiing  that  Paul  was  sians  4:11,  God-called,  and  God- 
notstru^  blind  on  the  road  to  Damas-  equipped  teadiers,  recognized  by  the 
cus  (snow  from  mountain  blinded),  chui^  as  those  having  authwity  in  the 
sea  did  not  divide  for  children  of  Israel  church  in  matters  of  doctrine  and  in¬ 
to  cross  (at  that  time  of  the  year  the  terpretation.  This  prohibition  of  a 
water  was  so  low  you  could  step  woman  to  be  a  teadier,  does  not  in- 

across),  etc.  elude  the  teaching  of  classes  of  wo- 
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Thunday,  December  IS,  INS 


Summerwood  constitutes 
at  Olive  Branch,  Oct.  30 


Canadian  leaders 


Od  Sonday,  Oct.  30,  Sunuoaenrood 
Baptist  Ctauirfa  at  Olive  Braocfa  was 
cooetttuted  with  E^i  Kelly,  executive 
secretary-treasurer  of  tile  lliatissippi 
Baptist  Coaventico  Board  leediiig  ser¬ 
vices.  Summerwood  Ouircfa  in  Nortit- 
west  Association  was  boUt  on  five 
acres  purchased  for  |S0,0M  by  the 
MBCB  which  also  leaned  a  new 
doubla-wide  mobile  chapel. 

After  its  beginning!  led  by  Ervin 
Brown,  director  of  missions  for 
Northwest,  the  congregation  celled 
Armond  Taylor  as  pastor.  At  this 
point,  an  assnristional  Bold  Missions 
team  weat  to  work.  The  team  oCfered 
to  build  the  church  e  14  X  28  foot  buiid- 
iog  end  e  group  of  men  from  the  es- 
sodationel  churches  and  the  chapel 
worked  on  Saturdays  in  August.  Th», 
IS  men  from  First  Church,  Newton,  in¬ 
cluding  Lowrey  Compere,  former 


Clerke  College  presidait,  who  bad  led 
in  the  Qrst  revival  at'  Summerwood, 
•peat  a  day  on  the  building. 

First  Church,  Newtoa,  sent 11,000  for 
materials  and  the  dia^  had  raised 
17,801  for  the  project. 

The  Summerwood  Church  now  has 
KB  monbers  with  140  enrolled  in  Sun¬ 
day  Sdiool. 

The  Northwest  Association’s  Bold 
Missions  team  participated  in  another 
summer  project.  In  June  38  went  to 
Farmington,  N.M.  to  work  on  a  church 
building,  les^  three  revivals,  conduct 
four  bayard  Bible  dubs,  and  do  a 
religious  survey.  These  volunteers 
represmited  38  cburdies  in  the  associ¬ 
ation. 


(Continued  from  Page  1)  chairman  Roach  tdd  the  committee  he 

i  is  to  help  OS  forge  a  partnership  and  do  fdt  tiiey  were  “coming  toward  a  coo- 
toe  Job  together.”  sensus”  and  that  he  believes  the  group 

He  addM  that  “whatever  conclu-  “will  come  up  with  a  unanimous  re- 
sions  . . .  decisions”  the  committed  commendation.”  - 

I  makes,  they  should  take  no  action  He  called  another  meeting  for  Fob. 
I  which  would  “scuttle,  comixromise  or  10,  in  Dallas,  and  asked  committee 
jeopi^ize  a  partnership  with  your  members  to  submit  proposed  raparts 
brothers  and  sisters  in  Canada.”  to  him.  “The  Home  Miasioa  Board  wnd 

Moffat  also  said  Canadian  Baptists  the  Foreign  Mission  Board  wiH 
“recognize  we  have  not  met  the  chal-  working  together  to  develop  «  joint 
lenge”  of  evangelizing  the  nation,  but  proposal,”  he  said. 

.  pointed  out  Canadian  Baptists  “never  Roach  said  he  also  will  receive  re- 
■  considered  going  to  Louisiana  or  North  pcxis  from  the  Baptist  Sunday  School 

■  Carolina,  or  South  Carolina  to  aug-  Board,  the  SBC  Annuity  Board  oh  re- 
ment  your  work.”  tirement  benefits,  and  from  legal  ex- 

Ardtibald  R.  Gioldie,  associate  sec-  perts  pn  the  constitutional  and  other 
retary  of  the  BWA,  told  committee  legal  aspects  of  seating  messengers 
members  the  BWA  is  “concerned  from  Canada, 
about  the  fellowship”  within  the 

world-wide  organization  of  137  Baptist  ^  dndth^  ^ 

groups  in  140  nations. 

However,  he  said  toe  BWA  “makes 
no  pretense  to  be  in  competition  with  a 
convention.  We  are  a  fellowship  for  toe 
mutual  supp(Hl  of  one  another.” 


from  Canada. 

“Then,  m  will  form  g.0SBunittee  to 

explaining  he  plans  to  hold  regional 
sulHX>mmittee  meetings  on  the  pro¬ 
posal  before  coming  pettier  for  vdiat 
is  hoped  will  be  the  final  meeting  of  the 
study  committee. 

(Soldie,  a  former  member  of  the  Bap-  (Martin  is  Baptist  Press  news 

tist  Federation  of  Canada,  said  the  “is-  edRorj  ..' 

sue  is  not  an  easy  one  for  you,”  and 
added:  “Canadian  Baptists  do  not 
stopped  at  intervals  jigyg  gg  ^exclusive  prerogative  to 
j  World  War  II,”  by  preach  the  gospel  in  Canada.  That  task 
so  members.  Today,  goes  to  whomever  God  has  raised  up.  I 
lan  SOO.  don’t  think  anyone  can  say  God  has 

inning,  in  the  Minsk  given  them  an  exclusive  prerogative  to 
vS,SM  members  in  34  preadi  an  exclusive  gospel  in  an  ex- 
with  the  All-Union  giugive  piece  ot  real  estate.” 
kgelical  Christians-  g^ij  jjg  y^ould  be  “bitterly  disap- 
SSR  (AUCECB).  pointed”  if  toe  BFC  were  to  withdraw 
aia  republic,  Baptist  gnd  bWA  If  SBC  mesaen- 

m  1855,  when  some  gg|.g  ^  givg  fyjj  membership  to 
1  gone  away  to  work  p^nadian  Southern  Baptists, 
lies  and  became  b^  In  his  presentation  to  the  committee, 

t  mfluoice,  returned  prgpgr  traced  the  process  by  whldJ 
n  their  village  of  Ut.  j^ey  ^^re  selected,  and  said:  “The 
former  pastor  convention  did  not  want  a  coiiunittee 

o  has  been  AUCECB  would  come  out  with  a  pre- 

jr  Byelon^a  sli^  determined  conclusion.  If  messengers 
«  current  figu^  for  wanted  that,  they  would  have 
;  the  first  of  this  yw  jj,  F>itt8bui'^.” 

(H  memters  in  187  orgper  told  them  a  “simple  ‘yes’  or 
ing  in  other  Baptist  gngwer  will  not  be  suffident . . . 
groups  "with  whom  gjjj  gould  tend  to  polarize  the  oon- 
l  fellowship,  he  says  vention.  You  must  take  a  substantive 
I  rolls  number  over  recommendation . . .  one  whidi  can  be 
,  acted  upon  by  toe  convention.” 

’ibes  Byelorussian  jjg  encouraged  them  to  “be  ex- 
but  a  few  families^  tremely  carefid”  in  coming  up  with 
vill^chiudittwito  recommendation,  whi^  lie  said 

800  Qinstirns.  must  be  “interpreted  in  toe  light  (rf  the 

re  are  many  more,  great  commission’’  and  consider 
Our  statistics  are  not  .<what  is  best  for  the  Southern  Baptist 
ny  with  the  statistics  convention.” 

Reflecting  on  the  presentation  by 
(Canadian  Baptists,  he  said:  “Greater 
A  cooperation  should  be  a  desired  goal, 

S  irOm  . .  :  W 


-  The  volunteers  from  First  Church,  Newton  who  worked  at  Summerwood  included 

38e  are  net  masters  of  our  own  feel-  from  left,  front  row,  Alton  Berber,  Dewitt  May  (Neebit),  Carl  Sojourner,  H.  L.  May, 
ing,  but  we  are  by  God’s  grace  masters  Frank  May,  R.  J.  Reynolds,  Jimmy  Teylor,  Polk  Pace,  and  Sam  Holmes  (Summer- 
of  our  consent.— (FrancoisdeSali^iac  wood).  Back  row,  Billy  McLendon.  W.  L  Compere.  O’Neal  Kirby,  Baker  Smith,  R.  S. 
de  la  Moth  Feneloo)  Compere  (Jackson),  Bob  Douglas,  and  Eddie  Carr. 

HH|||Hfl||||||[|||||||ttgS|^^|HH  Russian  church- 

no  baptistry 

(Continued  fixHn  Page 

before 


Centuryme 
feted  in 
Great  Hall 


BEIJING,  China  (BP)— In  an  un¬ 
usual  display  of  hospitality  and  honor, 
the  Onturymen,  a  100-voice  men’s 
chorus,  sponsored  by  the  Southern 
Baptist  Radio  and  ’Mevision  Com- 
misisoa,  were  given  a  banquet  in  the 
Great  Hall  of  the  People  in  Beijing 
(Peking)  on  Nov.  3. 

Leaders  of  the  music  community 
and  travel  exchange  community  in 
this  capital  dty  were  hosts  for  the 
banquet  in  apfweciation  for  toe  Cen- 
turymen’s  pefformances.  The  singing 
group  coopts  of  choral  conductors 
from  Baptist  churches  in  30  states  in 
America. 

The  Great  Hall,  naeeting  place  of  toe 
Congress  of  the  People’s  Republic  of 
China,  is  reserved  for  receiving  the 
highest  dignitaries.  It  was  where 
Richard  Nixon  was  honored,  inau¬ 
gurating  normalization  of  relations 
between  toe  United  States  and  CSiina. 
Banquets  booMing  Presidents  Ford 
and  Carter  were  also  held  in  toe  Great 
Hall. 

Members  from  Mississippi  were 
Don  Bennett,  Colonial  Heights, 
Jackson;  James  Hayes,  First,  Hat¬ 
tiesburg;  and  Lester  Mason,  Harris¬ 
burg,  Tiqielo. 


ntttxtk 


Venezuela  special  —  coming  up! 

Ana  Hernandez  prepares  Arepes,  s  Venezuelan  dish,  during  an  International  stu¬ 
dent  banquet  at  the  Perkinston  campus  of  Gulf  Coast  Junior  College.  Fourteen 
students  from  nine  countries  participated. 


OLD  BIBLES  REBOUND. 

A  pric*.  SIndine  snS  Myl*  to  mm  tumy 
nmi.  Quaitty  workmarwhlp  guarattMtf. . 
Writ*  lor  HhjMraM  prioo  toldor.  %  . 
"iHttrnatlonalfy  known 

NORRIS  BOOKBINOWa  CO. 
e««ss»c-onwwooa.ii>M.sswi 


Lay  convocation  suggests 


Al  *  iria 

AsyCksrdiCaAfM, 


Record  numbers 
take  extension^ 


FoUowing  th^  ffly-logg  diyit?slon, 


SATURDAY,  DEC.  17 
7:00  p.m.  ‘  T  r  . 
♦SUNDAY,  DEC.  Ili 
6:00  p.m.  .  ‘ 
*  (Televised  Live  On  WAin 
Channel  16) 


(Cootmued  frtxn  Page  1) 
tificatoe  and  diplomas  which  signify 
toe  completioo  d  a  specified  number 
of  courses.” 

The  American  Council  on  Education 
reviewed  14  of  Seminary  Extension’s 
courses  and  judged  the  contents  of 
each  to  merit  three  semester  hours  of 
credit.  The  department  holds  institu¬ 
tional  membership  in  the  National 
University  Continuing  E)ducation  As¬ 
sociation.  Its  correspondence  prog¬ 
ram  is  accredited  with  the  National 
Home  Study  Oxmdl. 

Last  year  toe  SED  was  incorporated 
into  tile  newly  created  Seminsu^  Ex¬ 
ternal  Eklucation  Division.  The  divi¬ 
sion  is  boused  in  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  Building  in  Nashville, 
Teno. 

Hollis  Bryant,  consultant  in  the 
Cooperative  Missions  Department  at 
the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convration 
Board,  serves  as  the  state  convention’s 
liaison  with  the  SED. 

(Lee  HeOaway  writes  for  the  Semi¬ 
nary  External  EdBcatioa  Dlvtaloa.) 


SIDGIHG 


the  average  person  in  the  pew  will  half  naked  kids  playing  outside,  missions orgaiuzauons nave piayea  an 

begin  to  recognize  he  is  a  minister  and  “Those  are  just  not  our  kind  of  important  part  in  preparing  young 

has  the  same  conMnitment  as  the  pas-  people,”  the  staffer  told  him.  Pinson  people  to  answer  the  c^  to  mission 

tor  to  his  ministry.”  said  that  kind  of  thinking  upsets  him  service.  When  Sarah  Perkins  and 

This  was  the  purpose  of  the  meeting,  and  that  Jesus  said  to  minister  to  Peggy  Wallace  gave  t«timoniw  a^t 

according  to  Cooper  in  the  interview,  whole  people  who  are  “hairy,  bloody,  their  caU  to  missions,  toth  credited  the 

to  begin  “stimulating  the  thinWng  of  glandular,  sweaty  human  beings.”  training  they  r^ved  m  G^. 
people  to  the  need  of  developing  a  Cooper  said  that  plans  are  in  the  Through  the  Lottie  Mwn  Oinstmas 
theology  for  the  unordained  in  a  semi-  works  to  hold  more  meetings  at  other  Offering ,  members  of  Broadmoor 

nary  setting  ”  He  said  such  a  theology  seminaries.  He  said  one  is  set  for  Church  in  Jackson  jomed  other  Bap- 

nee^  to  come  out  of  the  seminaries.  Southeastern  Seminary,  probably  in  tists  throughout  Mississippi  ^  the 
Cooper  said  that  in  order  not  to  April;  one  at  Southern  Seminary,  Southern  Baptist  CkinvenUon  in 
alienate  pastors  from  any  new  way  of  likely  in  November;  and  one  at  Golden  ing  their  love  a^  support  with  th^ 
ihinking  about  the  unordained  there  Gate  Seminary,  which  may  be  this  four  couples  and  with  more  than  3,W 
will  have  to  be  communication,  trust,  winter.  misisonaries  servmg  throughout  the 

and  an  absence  of  fear  on  all  sides.  A  book  transcribing  all  the  talks  at  world.  . 

He  said  that  for  years  in  a  number  of  the  convocation  in  New  Orleans  is  Betty  Smith  is  secretary  in  ^  Mis- 

churches  “the  deacons  have  prided  being  published.  For  more  informa-  sitsipiii  Baptist  Woman’s  kfissioiiary 

themselves  in  dominating  the  church  tion,  contact  the  seminary.  Union  office. 

changes.  “We  are  raising  a  new  crop  of  ACTS  wins  second  time 

young  people  who  don  t  mind  the  pas- 

tw  taking  a  strong  stand  on  issues,”  •  nnT7  1 

«ch«rL.,h.,^  in  1 V  station  lottery 

“We  say  God  called  a  pastor  to  our  J 

church.  We’ve  got  to  be  disdpled  to  WASHINGTON  (BP)— For  the  sec-  stotion,  although  anyone  who  objects 
know  that  if  God  calls  the  man,  he  also  ond  time  in  as  many  months,  the  to  the  deqision  has  15  days  to  ask  the 
calls  the  message,”  said  (hooper.  American  Christian  Television  Sys-  FCC  to  reconsider.  Once  the  construc- 
“The  laity  must  be  discipled  to  their  tern  (ACTS)  has  won  a  government  lot-  tion  permit  is  granted,  ACTS  has  one 
ministry  and  develop  support,  cooper-  tery  for  a  low-power  television  station,  year  in  w  ich  to  build  the  station, 
ation,  and  understtmding  of  the  pas-  tj,i8  ^ne  in  Anchorage,  Alaska.  The  Anchorage  and  Brownwood 

tor,”  Ox^ier  said.  The  random  selection  procedure  channels  are  the  only  ACTS  applica- 

Other  major  speaker  at  the  convoca-  ^gs  first  used  by  the  jfederal  Com-  tions  to  come  up  in  the  lottery  so  far. 
tion  included  Fisher  Humphreys,  pro-  munications  Commission  (FCC)  in  The  F<X  plans  to  hold  at  least  one  lot- 
fessor  of  theology  at  New  Orleans  September  as  a  way  to  decide  between  tery  per  month  until  all  12,000  low- 
Seminary;  Lewis  Drummond,  profes-  two  or  mwe  applicants  fw  the  same  power  applications  are  decided, 
sor  of  evangelism  at  Southern  Semi-  low-power  channel.  That  first  lottery  ACTS  has  applied  for  131  low-power 
nary;  Richmd  Broholm,  an  American  ggyg  ACTS  permission  to  build  a  low-  TV  stations  in  35  states.  The  netwwk 
Baptist  and  director  of  the  Center  for  power  station  in  Brownwood,  Texas,  will  begin  next  May  delivering  family 
the  Ministry  of  the  Laity  at  Andover-  jhe  FCCTs  second  lottery  again  fa-  entertainment,  inspirational  and  in- 
Newton  Thwlogical  Sdiool,  a  private  vored  ACTS,  dioosing  its  application  fwinational  programs  daily  to  cable 
seminary;  Findley  Edge,  former  for  channel  20  in  AneWage  over  one  television  systems  and  TV  stations 
member  of  the  faculty  at  Southern  other  competitor  despite  a  2-3  disad-  nationwide.  The  Southern  Baptist 
Seminary;  William  Clemmons,  pro-  vantage  in  the  complicated  procedure.  Radio  and  Television  Commission  is 
lessor  of  Christian  education  at  Sou^  The  F<X  will  now  grant  A(TS  a  con-  developing  the  network  and  prog- 

eastem  Seminary;  and  William  Pin-  struction  permit  for  the  Anchorage  ramming. _ 

son,  executive  director  of  the  Execu-  i  i  i 

tive  Board  of  the  Baptist  General  Con-  Xglam  third  largest 
vention  d  Texas.  ...  ~ 

Humiphreys  said  gifts  are  the  same  rellglOUS  gTOUD 
for  the  ordained  ai^  the  unordained.  ^  i  ^ 

Drummond  said  that  “every  single  Islam  has  grown  so  fast  in  North 
body  of  Oirist  has  everything  in  it  to  America  that  Muslims  now  constitute 
meet  every  need  the  church  is  to  fulfill  the  third  largest  religious  force  on  toe 
in  its  ministry  of  kingdom  (Htigress.”  continent.  Islamic  leaders  say  2.2  mill- 
Broholm  suggested  that  the  phrase  ion  Muslims  now  liying  in  toe  U.S.  re- 
“fuU  time  Christian  service,”  seems  to  fleet  a  rising  immigration  from  toe 
imply  toat  others  are  part  tone  Christ-  Middle  East,  North  Africa,  and  Asia, 
ians.  E^dge  said  that  the  term  “Minis-  plus  a  number  of  American  native 
try ’’needs  to  remain  narrowly  focused  converts,  most  of  them  black.  As  re¬ 
otherwise  if  Baptists  “make  the  term  centiy  as  the  early  1980s,  the  number  of 
mean  everything,  it  will  come  to  mean  U.S.  Muslims  was  thought  to  be  too  few 
nottung.”  He  said  ministry  is  not  toe  to  be  worth  counting.  But  Nmlh 
money  one  gives,  not  isolated  acts  of  America  is  now  seen  as  a  fertile  mis- 
witoess,  not  simply  the  life  one  lives,  sion  field  fw  Islam,  wfaidi  is  second 
and  not  caring  for  pe<^  when  met  in  only  to  Christianity  in  the  number  of 
the  course  of  daily  life.  followers  it  has  among  majM-wwld  re- 

Clemmons  speaking  on  “mar-  Ugious. . 


gupsenceo  By 

‘dne  chanceL  choiiL 
a.nO  ORghescK^  op 


MCd.  WOODS  13a.£ClSC  ChUKgfl,, 

168  Colonial  Drive  Gary  Anglin,  Director 

Jackson,  MS  Guy  Henderson,  Intedm  Pastor 


The  Singing 

Christmas  Tree 

First  Baptist  Church 
McComb,  MS 

Sunday,  Dec.  18  6:00  p.m. 
Monday,  Dec.  19  7:00  p.m 

Dr.  Alan  Day,  poster 
Robert  Goodman,  minister  of  musk 


The  way  to  worry  about  nothing  is  to 
pray  about  everytoing. 


Grads  will  hear 
BWA  leader 


Eight  students  with  Mississippi  ties 
will  be  among  305  to  graduate  from 
Southwestern  Baptist  ’Theological 


1984 

CONCERT  SERIES 


. Duo  pianos  and  orchestra 

Mississippi  Singing  Chufxlmien 


March  22 


Doug  Oldham  in  concert 

. DinoinncMB!^ 


Church  Pew  Cushions;  Manufat^ 
tured  in  our  plant  For  free  esti¬ 
mate  contact  —  Emmons 
Brothers,  P.  0.  Box  186,  Meridian, 
Miss.  39301.  Since  1899.  Phone 
(601)  6934451. 


October  11 

PARKWAY  BAPTIST  CHURCd* 
Jackson,  Mississippi 

SEASONTICKETS _ Att4c0iieerts:$I3.i»($^0i^li^i0 

Reserved  seeUs  for  season  ticket  hoUat  only-  ;  . 

FOR  FURTHER  TICKET  INFORMATTON  ; 

PARKWAY  MUSIC  OFFICE  -  354-8701  . 


CHURCH  FURNITURE 


CHURCH  STEEPLES 

^  BAaTictairc 


•  BAP'ISIRIfS 
wei;  CRo>^ts 
a*  BAPIiSTRV  WAIt 


rAQK4 


Post:  no  smokes 

jillDIAN^PpLS  (EPj_TI 


s  will  fill  10  buses 


day  Eveaiag  I^t  has  announcedmat 
affactlve  with  its  March,  19M.  issue,  It 

#il]  no  longer  accept  tobacco  advertia- 


Gaayeatioo, 
tfV  Texas,  is 
ral  hundred 


juaa^tDir 


Cynthia  Clawson  and  Rosemary  MlSSlOll  o5 

Hoover  will  highlight  the  musical  por  ^  Tlie  question  of  whether  to  cootiiiue 

tion  of  the  program.  There  wUl  also  he  NASHVILLE-lfission  ’85,  a  coo-  ABILENE,  Texas  (BP)-Hardin-  accepting  tobacco  ads  had  been  in  the 
other  musicians.  More  than  30  home  feraooe  to  cfaaUenfe  college  students  Sinunons  University,  AbUm,  Texas,  fordSront  since  January  1912,  wfaenthe 
and  foreign  missionaries  will  be  in-  to  involvement  hi  woridwideraisaioos,  has  received  a  $750,000  challenge  Pest  was  purchased  by  Ihe  Beniamhi 
volved  in  the  program  as  wiU  person-  wUl  be  hdd,at  the  Opryland  Hotel  here  grant  fiem  the  J.E.  and  L.E.  Mabee  '  Franklin  Society,  a  nonprofHcora^ 

nel  from  several  Southern  Baptist  Dec.  2M1,  UM.  Foundation  ‘  .  . 

agencies.  More  than  8,000  students  are  ex-  conatmetio 

The  convention  will  begin  at  6  p.m.  pected  to  attend  the  conference  apon-  arts  center, 
on  Wednesday  and  end  at  noon  on  sored  by  national  studaot  ministries  of 
Saturday.  A  parade  will  be  an  opening  the  Sunday  School  Board  in  coopera- 
nigfat  feature,  and  a  special  event  in-  tion  with  the  home  and  foreign  mission 
volving  music  and  drama  will  be  boards.  15  is  also  aiqiported 

scheduled  for  Thursday  night.  There  by  Woman’s  Missionary  Union,  the 
will  be  Bible  study  and  conferences  on  Brothcriiood  Cranmission,  and  tte  six 


Christmas 
musicals  I 


Christmas  program  plans  for  Salem 
Chardi,  Hinds,  on  Dec.  18  include  a 
cantata  at  11  a.m.  titled  “Christmas  is 
Love"  and  a  pageant  at  7  p.m.  titled 
“Miracle  of  Christmas.” 


traveling 


Participating  in  a  recant  vol- 
untaer  ra-rooflng  project  at 
Clarfca  Coilaga,  Newton,  ware 
aavaral  pastors  attd  layman  from 
Smith  and  Newton  Counties. 
These  assisting  with  this  effort 
were:  John  West  and  Gary 
McNeil,  Leaf  Rivar  Church; 
Byron  Stringer  aiKf  Jeff  Strir>ger, 
N^  Home  Church;  John  Doler, 
James  Ray  Powell  and  Billy  Bal¬ 
lard.  asaociatiortal  director  of 
mission,  in  Smith  County,  First 
Church,  Raleigh;  Ted  Wilson, 
Tom  Prather.  Eddie  Lee,  Dennis 
Gordy,  and  Johnny  Hudson,  Cal¬ 
vary  Church,' Newton;  ahd 
Robert  Null.  Clarke  College  stu- 
denf.  Thk  raeidertce  re-roofed  was  the  former  Preaident's  Home  on  the  Clarke  Col- 
lage  ddmpua  which  Is  how  occupied  by  Tom  Prather,  administration  assistant  at 
Clailce. 


Spanish  visit 

1;  ctmilV  ^  ^  ^  surprise  ^ 

J  is  that  these  settlements  date  from  OKLAHOMA  CITY  (BP)— Thirty 

in  nPW  VPa.r  about  api^oxlmatdy  too  Spanish  pastors  and  some  family 

111  new  JCdl  yean  bef^tteusuaDy  accepted  data  memben  have  returned  to  Spain  afto 

Three  “Celebrate  Family”  rallies  **  “***  events.  a  three-week  stay  in  Oklahoma  as  a 

are  planned  for  Mississippi  Baptists  in  P®rt  of  the  Oklaboma-Spanish  Baptist 

the  new  year  as  a  part  of  the  Intemship  be&ins  ^  _  .u  .. 

Strengthening  Family  emphasis  of  ^  Spmish  ministen  preached  m 

Bold  Mifinn  Thrust.  The  schedules  LOUISVILLE.  Ky.— Experienced  revivals  attended  conferences  and 
are  Jan.  9,  First  Church,  Hattiesburg;  ministen,  who  are  “potentially  some  seminan,  went  to  a  college  football 
Jan.  10,  First  Church,  Batesville;  and  of  our  greatest  teachers,"  will  be  game,  tured  (Bdaboma  Baptist  Uni- 
March  13.  Fint  Church,  Jackson.  brought  together  with  selected  semi-  ^  venity,  and  met  with  Evangelist  Billy 
John  Howell,  family  life  specialist  nary  graduates  in  a  new  Mentor  Graham  during  a  crusade, 
and  author  will  be  the  principal  re-  Internship  program  developed  by  Future  projects  include  stewardship 
source  person.  Howell  is  professor  of  Southern  Seminary  here.  training  for  the  Spanish  churdies  in 

ethics  and  family  at  Midwestern  Under  the  program,  graduate  in-  the  of  1964,  Sunday  school  em- 
Seminary  in  Kansas  aty.  The  books  he  ferns,  pre-screened  by  seminary  per-  phasisinfall,  1964;  asnumyas500Ok- 
has  written  include  Marriage-Growing  sonnel,  will  function  for  two  years  as  lahomans  involved  in  local  church  re- 

full-time  staff  members  in  qualified  rivals  in  1965;  plus  the  possibility  of  a 
places  of  ministry.  1986  Billy  Gralwm  crusade  in  l^>ain. 

In  turn,  sponsoring  diurcbes  or  de¬ 
nominational  agencies  agree  to  pro-  NPr*  miitfi 

vide  the  minister  with  professional  ICaOer  quilS 

supairM...  iMnJp,  Md  naj.lry  INDIANAPOLIS  (EP)-J,mM 

AnMlro«,pre«id«i«oItheNaU<«iiJ 
l«Se<°dni>port.  Coo»i7<fc3,S 


The  Adalt  Choir  of  Glading  Charck, 
Andte  County,  will  present  “The  Be¬ 
ginning  of  (Dh^tmas”  Sunday  night, 
Dec.  18,  at  7.  The  Cherub  (Jhoir  will 
present  a  (Christmas  program  Friday, 
Dec.  23. 


North  Slst  Avenue  Church,  Hatties¬ 
burg,  will  present  Bill  and  Marian  Lee, 
music  and  youth  evangelists,  in  a 
Qiristmas  concert  on  Dec.  18,  during 
the  11  a.m.  w(H*ship  service. 

Bill  has  a  B.A.  degree  from  William 
Carey  and  attended  New  Orleans 
Seminary.  He  was  former  minister  of 
music  and  youth  at  Richton  and  at 
First  Church,  Shepherdsville,  Ky.  and 
minister  of  youth  and  activities  at 
West  Laurel  Church.  Marian  has  a 
bachelor  of  music  degree  in  v<Nce  per¬ 
formance  from  Oklahoma  Baptist 
University.  She  toured  Europe  as  a 
member  of  the  Continental  Singers. 
David  Howard  is  the  North  Slst  Av¬ 
enue  pastor. 


Intensive  care 


Dedicated  to  strengthening  families  Families”  will  be 

.  j  L  .  ^  ^  '1  i-.r  Earl  Kelly,  Paul  Jones,  Mose  Danger- 

^  team  of  family  life  field  and  J.  Clark  Hensley.  The  Rallies 

wO|  siiecialisLs  are  sponsored  by  the  Church  Training 

I  Department  in  cooperation  with  the 

XWT’t  1  f a.  TT  1  J  Broadcast  Services  Department  of  the 

Wue  leit.  Help  neeaeal  Mississippi  Baptist  Convaition  Board. 

Emphasis  will  be  given  to  the  local 
irtied  19  years  and  of  time  without  fostering  resentment,  church  in  strengthening  families, 
I.  Mj  wife  left  me  No  one  likes  to  be  treated  like  a  meeting  the  needs  of  older  persons  in 

c  said  leafed  over  second-class  citizen.  Most  couples  the  church  and  the  work  of  the  Church 

~  seem  to  get  along  better  on  a  true  Family  Life  Committee.  The  after- 

partnership  basis  as  taught  by  Epbe-  noon  sessions  will  be  from  3  p.m.  to 
sians  5:21,  “Honor  Christ  by  yielding  5:30  p.m.  with  the  evening  sessions  at 
inl6^'t(j(MinbtI^:"Bytirtenl^  ^ 

eacii  other  carefully,  trusting  one  '"''  video 'taping  of  segments  of  the' 
another  to  be  open,  surely  you  can  find  program  will  be  under  the  direction  (rf 

some  common  ground  ot  agreement  Farrell  Blankenship  for  future  use  in 
upon  which  you  can  grow  in  your  mar-  Mississippi  and  possibly  the  ACTS 
riage.  network.  The  audience  will  include 

Some  literature  is  being  sent  you  by  pastors,  staff  members,  directors  of 
the  Christian  Action  Conunission.  missions,  deacons,  diur^  family  life 
Inquiries  to  Intensive  Care  are  wel-  committee  members  and  associa- 
comsd.  Readers  who  feel  the  need  of  tional  directors  of  family  ministry, 
beiaf  in  touch  with  Intensive  Care  are  senior  and  single  adult  leaders,  and 
enesnraged  to  write.  Identities  remain  others  interested  in  strengthening 
ceafldcatial.  And  though  the  identities  families  in  Mississippi. 

of  these  perfomdag  this  ministry  have  - 

been  kept  confidential  to  this  point.  The  dock  that  strikes  the  loudest 
they  are  well  qualified  for  the  service  doesn’t  always  keep  the  best  time, 
they  are  rendering.  Inquiries  should  be 

addressed  to  Intensive  Cure,  Baptist  It  is  easy  to  tell  whoi  you’re  on  the 
Record,  Box  516,  Jackson,  MS  wrong  road.  You  never  see  any  detour 
39865.-— ^tor.  ‘  signs. 


The  adult  choir  of  Tate  Street 
Church,  Corinth,  and  a  15-member 
church  acting  troupe  will  presen^a 
dramatized  version  of  Handel’s  Mes¬ 
siah,  Dec.  18,  at  7:30  p.m.,  in  the  Tate 
Street  sanctuary.  During  the  musical 
presentation^  0e  dramatists  wUl  act 
out  scenes  from  'the  life  of  Christ. 

H.  G7"’f^^uddy)'16)a‘rwoodV  Tpji 
Street’s  niinisfer  of  miisic,  will  dired 
the  55-voice  choir.  Soloists  will  be  De¬ 
borah  Brunt  and  Donna  McDonough, 
altos;  Suzanne  Hand,  Judy  Key,  and 
Candy  Patterson,  sopranos;  Truman 
Dawson,  bass;  and  Richard  Tenhet, 
tenor.  The  drama  is  directed  by  De¬ 
borah  Brunt  and  C^y  Steen. 

The  Tate  Street  Messiah-drama  is 
tentatively  scheduled  to  be  taped  for 
showing  several  times  during  the  week 
before  Christmas  over  local  cable 
television  Channel  12. 


dear  W.W3.*-  We  epmmend  you  on 
yoiir  deciilQO  tp  cda$ktfr  counseling 
awt  hope  by  new  tlut  apme  progr^ 
haq  been  made  in  lleitcr  communica- 
tioo  pattmms  betweA  you  and  your 
wii^.  No  doidR  you  have  learned  by 
DOW  that  neither  a  husband  or  wife  can 
doeiinate  the  other  over  a  long  period 


The  combined  choirs  of  Trace  RMge 
Church,  Rldgeland,  under  direction  of 
Mrs.  Lana  ()dom,  will  present  an  out¬ 
door  living  nativity  pageant  on  Wed., 
Thurs.,  and  Fri.,  Dec.  21, 22,  and  23  at  6 
p.m.  The  pageantmusic  is  entitled:  “A 
Song,  A  Star,  A  Son,”  by  Derric 
Johnmn.  The  (±urch  is  located  at  236 
East  Lake  Harbor  Drive  in  Ridgeland. 
Jerry  Odmn  is  pastor. 


19GBT  WORTH,  Texas  (BP)-Pred  | 

■tL  flsSisail,  46,  mbiisfer  of  education  | 

■and  odireach  at  Plyinoiitfa  Park  Bap- 
tiMGHnrcfa.Irvmg,  Texas,  has  the  new 
podtWnofdircctorof  tdqpbonecoun- 
selinf  at  the  Southern  iBaptist  Radio 
and  Television  Commission  (RTVC). 

Ncyland  will  develop  a  telephone 

counseling  ministry  to  peoide  who  re- 

spmid  to  broadcasU  on  the  American  ^ 

Chritihu)  Television  System  (ACTTS),  ^ 

the  iMonal  Soutiicrn  Baptist  ’TV  net- 
wcHcscbeduled  to  $egin  next  May. 

OKLAHOMA  CTPY  (BP)— Fruukliu  JERRY  PITTS,  pastor.  Walnut  Grove 

Fewler  *  consultant  for  Church,  left,  presented  pina  recently  to 

the  Sotitbem  Baptigt  Foreign  Mission  >-ORI  ROGERS  for  nine  years  perfect  at- 
has  been  sfecUfl  pkeskfent  of  tendance  and  ANGIE  BOUNDS  for  one 
Medical/DMtal  Fellow-  year  perfect  attendance  in  Sunday 

School. 


BRYAN  TOURS 
BAPTIST  YOUTH  WORLD 
CONFERENCE 

10  •  Day  EKorted  Tour 
July  10  -  19,  1984 

featerlai  6voaos  Akes  oaf 

Ms  da  Jsasiro 

$1399  per  perseu  reuudtrip  freui 
Mioiui 

P.O.  6sx  5221  Jocktoa,  MS  39214 
Mwas;  981-1345 
80(V672-8522  (Mi  WATS) 


LOUISVILLE,  Ky.  (BP)— The 
Gbeens  Foundation  d  Louisville  has 
deetfed  to  Southern  Baptist  Thedogi- 
cal  Seminary  in  Louisville,  Ky.,  a  one- 
third  interest  in  a  tract  of  tmdeveloped 
real  estate  valued  at  more  than  $1.8 
million. 

Eariim-,  at  the  encouragement  of  its 
late  chainnan.  Mary  Jo  Gfaeens  Hill, 
the  foundation  committed  $600,000  to 
endow  the  C.  Ektwin  Gheens  Chair  of 
CStfistUm  Family  Ministry.  Another 
$250,000  trust  was  established  to  pro¬ 
vide  annual  support  for  the  Gbeens 
Lectures,  a  series  of  campus  presenta¬ 
tions  by  distinguished  international 
sdiolars. 

Hill,  who  died  in  1962,  was  the  widow 
of  C.  Edwin  Gheens,  a  LouisviUe  in¬ 
dustrialist,  She  previously  had  given 
her  home  and  its  estate  furnishings  to 
the  seminary.  That  gift  ultimatdy  will 
add  more  than  |1  million  to  the  semi¬ 
nary’s  endowment  fund. 

idu,  her  husband,  and  her  father-in- 
law  aerved  on  the  seminary  board  of 
trustees  for  a  period  of  90  years. 

Off  the  Record 

A  speed  readiag  school  in  Los 
Angdes  asked  the  new  students  to  fill 
out  a  form  explaining  vdiy  they  were 
taking  the  course.  One  student  stated 
that  be  was  a  slow  reader  and  on  the 
freeway  you  have  to  read  tlieexit  sigas 
fast  or  you  never  get  off. 


JOHN  HOWARD  (0.  Colonial  Heights 
Church,  Jackson,  discusses  writing  as¬ 
signments  with  Jerry  Pounds,  editor, 
during  a  recent  writers'  conference  in 
Nashville,  Tenn.,  sponsored  by  the  youth 
section  of  the  Sunday  School  Board's 
Church  Training  Department.  Writers  at¬ 
tending  the  conference  were  working  on 
1965-86  curriculum  for  youth  Church 
Training.  (Photo  by  David  F.  Haywood). 


Clarke  holds 


“Preview  Day” 

On  Wednesday,  Nov.  30,  Clarke  Col¬ 
lege  held  its  annual  fall  “Preview 
Day.”  The  purpose  of  this  special  day 
is  to  give  hi^  sdiool  students  ttie  op¬ 
portunity  to  visit  the  campus,  sit  in  on 
classes,  and  receive  information  on 
what  Clarke,  and  college  life  in  gen¬ 
eral,  have  to  offer. 

Students  wm  registered  from  New¬ 
ton  County  Academy,  Raleigh  High 
Sdwol,  Oarksdale  High  Sclxxd,  a^ 
Bay  Minette,  Ala. 

Qiapel  services  at  10  a.m.  were  a 
special  event  of  the  di^  when  mem- 
bm  of  the  Student  Bo^  Association 
sponsored  a  program  of  music  in 
which  nine  students  performed  in  stdo 
or  duet  presentations.  Ron  Kirkland 
^poke  to  the  group,  sharing  informa- 
tte  about  Clarke.  A  complimentary 
limcfa  was  served  to  guests  in  die  col¬ 
lege  cafeteria^ _ 


ORAL  CHURCH.  LAMAR  COUNTY, 
licensed  JERRY  GLEN  RAVfLS  on  Nov.  6 
to  the  gospel  ministry.  Rawls  is  the  son  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Coy  Rawls  of  Hattiesburg. 
Rayford  Moore.  Oral  pastor,  presented 
the  certificate  of  license.  Rawls  is  now 
serving  as  associate  pastor  of  his  home 
church,  Oral.  He  and  his  wife,  Margie, 
artd  their  three  children  live  at  Rt.  4,  Box 
142,  Hattiesburg.  He  can  be  contacted  by 
phone  at  264-6350. 


AR8. 6.  C.  TUCKER  were  recently  honored  on  the  occasion  of  their  40th 
He  Is  pastor  of  Mars  Hill  Church,  Winston  County.  The  Tuckers  were 
lov.  29>  IIAS-  Ihe  church  honored  them  by  giving  a  reception  on  Nov.  27, 
morning  worship  service,  the  church  presented  to  them  a  living  room 
L  individuale  presented  other  gifts.  The  Tuckers  have  eight  children  and 
lOnn.  Mrs.  Bemice  Sisson,  chairman  of  the  reception  committee,  said, 
t  Tuckers  and  wanted  to  show  oor  appreciation  for  them." 


HMB  honor»i!!!!^oluntefeiSi 

reports  47,000  involved 


I  Thursday; 
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^  iHb  Nasrtad 

peraoaisrbohava  served  M  home  mis-  innovators,  ahd  special  projects 
««  volunteers  since  ItTI.  than  summer  (SPOTS). 

Tanner  predicted  the  role  atxl  im-  Haipmonds  said  these  volur 
portance  of  the  volunteer  will  be  in-  worked  in  a  variety  of  project 
creasingly  significant  to  the  Home  roles,  including  backyard  Bible  i 
Mus^  Board  in  the  future.  vacation  Bible  schools,  day  can 

Robertson  added  about  5,000  SBC  camping,  community  sur 
*wked  with  the  Home  Mis-  preaching,  mission  cento*  work,  i 
nonBoard  last  year,  yet  the  number  of  ministries,  music.  Big  A  clubs,  n 
cfaurcbes  involved  ought  to  double  to  tion,  personal  evangelism,  leadc 
10,m  or  more.  training,  construction,  teaching, 

750  churches  sent 50,000  young  laincy,  counseling,  starting 
people  to  work  in  mission  youth  group  churdies,  resort  missions  and  go 
projects  throu^  the  Home  Mission  missions  and  evangelism  work- 
B<^  the  largest  single  category  of  David  Bunch,  Mission  Service  ( 

A™  j  coordinator  for  the  HMB,  obsi 

An  aratio^  8,7W  adults  worked  as  most  volunteers  don’t  really  kw 
sho^term  Christy  Service  Corps  care  about  what  programs  are  a* 
voluntom,  more  than  three  times  the  bie,  but  respond  quickly  to  spi 

j  mission  needs  through  the  first 

^  additionai  5,()00  adults  were  in-  ram  that  opens. 

in  evangdism  programs  re-  Hammonds  pointed  out  se^ 
tetrt  to  tte  board,  said  Reid  Hardin,  trends,  including  data  that  ind 
^  agency’s  evangelism  about  70  percent  of  adult  volur 
«Wort  depYtoMt.  are  repeated,  50  percent  of  the ' 

More  than  2,600students  worked  last  groups  senw  again,  and  11  perci 
year  in  such  programs  as  student  the  student  summer  missionarie 
summer  missions,  semester  missions,  repeaters. 

1  *  •  -■  (Newton  is  Home  Mission  E 

tiourt  dismisses  charges 

against  Tanzanian  pastor  Ark.  reverses 

ByEreonKupp  collegc  actioD 

KYELA,  Tanzania  (BP>-Walden  be  a  blessing.  ^ 

Kamcw^a,  a  Baptist  pastor  jailed  The  pastor  shared  Jesus  with  other  PINE  BLUFF,  Ark.  (BP)— 
for  alleged  involvement  in  economic  prisoners,  six  of  whom  accepted  Christ  narrow  margin,  617  to  577,  messei 
**®?’**|8*  *®^rocketeering  in  Tan-  as  SavkM-.  He  said  they  were  receptive  to  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Arki 
za^,  has  been  released.  tothegospelbecausetheyfdthopeless.  Baptist  State  Convention  rev« 

Knniomonga,  47,  pastor  of  Busona  “’They  knew  no  one  else  could  save'  themselves  and  will  allow  four 
Baptist  Onircfa  in  Kyela  District,  was  them  spiritually  and  physically  but  ^  status  of  Southern  Baptist  Colle 
arrested  by  Tanzanian  poUce  April  IS.  Jesus,”  he  said.  Walnut  Ridge. 

Police  confiscated  72  b^  of  unbulled  As  a  result  of  this  experience.  Last  year  messengers,  by  a  73 
rice,  bicycle  parts,  boes  and  other  Kamomonga  feels  there’s  great  oppor-  margin,  declined  to  allow  the  sch 
item  worth  more  than  I84S0.  Tliese  tunity  in  a  prison  ministry  and  would  offer  a  four-year  course  of  study.  ’ 
woe  left  from  his  shop,  which  he  had  like  to  see  Tanzanian  Baptists  enter  tees  of  the  school,  however,  mov< 
®*°****  **][®[*1  nionths  earlier.  this  work.  ward  senior  college  status  any 

Thearrestcameikiringacrackdown  During  his  absence,  thieves  stole  setting  off  controversy  withii 


ATLANTA  (BP) — During  a  lunch¬ 
eon  honoring  Atlanta-area  volun¬ 
teers,  the  Southern  Baptist  Home  Mis¬ 
sion  Board  staff  reported  almost  47.0W 

volunteers  were  involved  last  year  in 
misakxis  work  sponsored  by  the  na¬ 
tional  mlssioos  agency. 

Since  IfH,  when  the  Southern  Bap- 

tistConveotknlauncbediteBoldMis- 
sioo  Tlmist  program,  there  has  been  a 

100  percent  increase  in  the  wmihtr  of 

volunteers  involved  in  home  missions, 

said  Don  Hammonds,  dhector  of  the 
HMB  special  mission  ministries  de¬ 
partment 

There  is  no  way  possible  to  calculate 

the  number  of  hours  these  voliattotfs 
devote  to  missioos  or  the  miiiiQf)),  d 
dollars  they  save  the  mignon  board 
but  it  is  “staggering,”  said  Mike 
Robertson,  associate  director  of  the 
department. 

Home  Mission  Board  President  ROl- 
liam  G.  Tanner  paid  tribute  to  a  group 
of  about  50  Atlante  area  churdi  mem¬ 
bers  who  work  as  volunteers  at  the 
board’s  Atlanta  offices,  saying  they 
were  symbolic  of  more  than  268,000 


int  UA8  Oh  IME  PIH5T  CHURCH.  RItKibLANU,  wore  nonorsa  in  «  recoBtmioii  FRIENDSHIP  CHURCH  GRENADA  -* 
service.  They  received  Mission  Adventure  badges.  The  QA’s  are.  left  to  right  Candaw  recognized  two  of  its  Actee’ns  recentW.«i 
Kelly.  Susan  Riley.  Holly  McCrory.  Kristy  McKenzie.  Maudie  Riley,  Karen  Rhinewalt.  ^  coronation  service.  Leigh  Lantrip  -left.*^- 
Tracy  McKenzie.  Barbara  Avery.  Jennifer  Kelly.  Tracy  De  Money,  and  Kayo  Keith,  received  the  queen-with-a-sc^tsfc^ 
GA  leaders  are  Sally  Papisan,  Brenda  Keith.  Lisa  Pittman,  Lisa  Griffin,  Doris  award  and  Janet  White  achieved.tee^i^j 
Langham,  and  Pat  Barnes.  Ed  Griffin  is  pastor.  highest  level  possible  for  Acteensr  the 

queen-regent-in-service  award.  BeverJy:wH^ 
Arnold  Acteens 


Death  quotas 
set  in  China 


THE  RA’s  OF  THE  FIRST  CHURCH.  RIDGELAND  wore  honored  in  a  recognition 

service.  The  boys  received  pins.  The  RA's  are,  left  to  right,  Ronnie  Tompkins. 

Matthew  De  Money.  Jason  Meeks,  David  Riley,  Dennis  Burchfield.  Michael  Langham, 

and  David  De  Money. 

« 

RA  leaders  are  Randall  Jenkins  and  Mike  Dawson. 


trial  peridaWMW¥t^t)bfiilHo 
cease  publishing  the  salaries  of  execu- 


tive  board  personnel 


chairman  of  deacons,  James  White,  and  Lamar  Walker. 


THE  VILLAGE  VIEW  I  Sights  and  Sounds  of  Christmas 

■  '  i 

X  Vaptiit  CkiUrtHS  VilU^  THE  CHRISTMAS 

STORY  . . . 


FIRST  CHURCH  TREE 


Jackson,  MS  39213 


An  annual  tradition., 
of  Christmas  at  The  vihii 
lage  is  "First  Church. 
Tree",  a  tree  of  gifts,, 
presented  by  FirsL 
Baptist  Churchy 

Jackson.  Mr.  and  Mrs... 
Schuyler  Batsotil* 

watch  as  Chris  un¬ 
wraps  his  "First 
Church  Troe’’'gift. 


GkiLlreu'-i  VU(a^ 


Oulstmas,  1963 

Dear  Friends: 

At  this  time  of  year  we  who  serve  on  the  staff  of  your  CSiildren’s  ViUage  And 
ourselves  in  the  very  unique  position  of  actually  “seeing”  Oiristmas. 

...  seeing  young  childiw  who  wonder  about  it. 

. . .  seeing  older  young  people  who  delight  in  it. 

. . .  seeing  warnvhearted,  generous-spirited  people  who  seek  to  bring  the  touch 
of  Jesus  to  a  needy,  hurting,  spe^  group  of  people. 

We  remain  so  thankful  for  your  thoughtfulness  and  your  concern.  Because 
many  of  you  as  church  groups  and  friends  throughout  Mississippi  have  asked ,  we 
want  to  share  some  vital  i^ormation  with  you  . . .  information  that  has  great 
bearing  on  our  approach  to  the  days  and  weeks  ahead,  especially  the  Holiday 
Season. 

The  semi-annual  report  to  our  Board  of  Trustees  indicates  that  since  July  1, 
1963,  one  hnndredMd  seventy-four  (174)cliildren  have  been  admitted  for  Village 
care!  Since  that  July  Idate,  we  have  cared  for  three  houdred  and  forty-two  (342) 
different  children !  We  know  that  you  can  hear  in  your  heart  the  awesome  respon¬ 
sibility  and  opportunity  that  bri^s  to  each  of  us!  At  this  very  critical  time  we 
need  to  share  with  you  that  contributions  to  our  Holiday  Fund  will  be  a  significant 
address  to  the  care  of  all  our  children.  We  see  that  the  impact  of  this  year  leaves 
us  with  much  higher  exp^tures  but  general  giving  that  has  fallen  25J%  below 
1962  records.  You  want  to  be  aware  that  our  Holiday  Fund,  as  of  December  1,  is 
31%  below  our  1962  giving!  (This  fund  is  our  second  highest  source  of  fund¬ 
raising,  second  only  to  our  Mother’s  Day  Offering.) 

All  of  these  factors— mm^  children,  heavier  e^ioises,  a  decrease  in  general 
giving  as  well  as  our  Holiday  Fund— add  up  to  a  very  special  Christmas  need  and 
a  vCTy  special  oppportunity  to  rrepond  generously  and  in  the  warmest,  truest 
spirit  oi  the  Christmas  Season! 

Won’t  you  and  your  family  respond  to  that  opportunity  as  you  begin  to  feel  and 
“see”  Christmas  in  your  own  special  setting?  » 

We  thank  you! 

Sincerely, 


Corey  sat  tall  and  sang  beautifully 
as  he  portrayed  Joseph  In  the  an¬ 
nual  Christmas  Program  in  Powell 
Chapel. 


Caseworker  Linda  Burns  watches  as  Amy  begins  to  open  her  gift. 


Angels  we  have  heard  on  high' 


CHRISTMAS 
PARTIES  . . . 


COTTAGE  TREES 


Gary,  Dob,  and  Amy 
took  a  break  from  carol¬ 
ing  during  last  year's  Mis¬ 
sissippi  College  B.S.U. 
tutor  party  at  Christmas. 


Following  the  traditional  cottage  Christmas  dinner 
attended  by  family  members  and  friends  of  the  children, 
the  "cottage  tree"  is  a  delightful  part  of  the  last  evening 
RuU)  Glaze  campus  before  Christmas  Holidays.  Mark  takes  time 

Director  of  Church  Relations  9'^- 


A  special  family  Christmas 

A  special  kind  of  family  Christmas  of  Ouristmas  that 
will  be  provided  to  those  families  and  growth  toward  wholenesi 
young  people  who  are  currently  going  j  r 

through  chemical  dependency  treat-  Ol 

ment.  Oiristmas  Day  will  bring  ho^  ^ 

of  families  in  to  visit  and  qiend  tw 

day.  Parents  and  family  members  will  Li  laO  xXif 

brii^  all  the  trimmings  for  (liristmas  Dec.  6  meetini 

diiuwr  ns  well  as  the  special  gifts  for  board  of  trustei 


continued 
m)  health! 


Campus  house  the  young  people  wto 
are  (gnng  through  treataient  for  de¬ 
pendency.  We  wtah  each  of  the  young 


Gooibifrtend  ted 'Milage  aiumnuii.'lfoger  Fuller, 
seeing  Christmas  kt  The  Village  wNli^' visiting  the 
Manor  Campus. 


Shawn  gets  a  minute  with  Santa— but  others  wait  impatiently  for^fW 


ipl<»  and  their  families  a  special  kind  meeting. 


fun  and  PICTURE! 


V 


PA^I  BAPTIST  RECORD 


1st,  Starkville  women  form 
aUiance  with  internationals 

••^fipevtae  Wreath  and  Bow  Mak- 
giTwa*  the  topic  of 
wtfaeWomea’sr 
Fhit  Church,  StarkviBe. 

group  was  organised  several 
yww  ago  for  the  development  of 
Headship  and  understanding  between 
American  women  and  wives  of  inter- 
•*tt«oal  students. 


Each  First  Baptist  Church  member  Christmas  season,  and  a  dinner  for  the 
a  recent  meeting  forms  a  partnership  with  at  least  one  entire  group  and  tfadr  families  is  hdd 
Intefnatiotial  Group  of  intemattonal  by  providing  transports-  in  January.  First  B^itist  members 
tion  to  the  makings  and  establishing  sometimes  teach  Eng^  classes  for 
friendship.  the  internationals,  as  well  as  host 

Ihe  monthly  program  emphases  in-  numerous  coffees  and  parties, 
dude  seasonal  events  and  American  Mrs.  Juel  Hood  and  Mrs.  Louise 
culture  topics.  “Explanation  of  Buckner  are  membership  chairmen  of 
American  hdidays,  information  dbout  the  group.  Other  officers  are  Mrs. 

Mississippi,  instrudioas  for  food  pre-  Gretta  Lloyd,  prayo*  calendar  chair- 
Starkville  is  a  university  paration  and  involvement  in  crafts  are  man;  Mrs.  Dot  Wamble,  hostess 
'B,-;  First  Baptist  women  recognize  but  a  few  of  the  programs  offered  each  chairman;  Mrs.  Luiiine  Want,  tde- 
pnvilege  of  knowing  women  from  year,”  explained  Mrs.  Dorothy  Las-  phone  chairman;  Mrs.  Fern  Cobb,  tre- 
UQd  the  worid,”  according  to  Mrs.  well,  program  chairman.  asurer;andMrs.CarolynLin(ler,pub- 

Igy  Arnold,  chairman  of  tM  group.  A  tour  of  homes  highlights  the  lidty  chairman. 

Pineview  will 
present  play 

Pineview  Church,  Moss  Point,  will 
again  {M-esent  an  ‘original’  play  writ¬ 
ten  and  performed  by  members  of  the 
congregation. 

The  Tree  is  in  a  way  the  traditional 
story  of  Oiristmas,  yet  new  in  its  tel¬ 
ling  as  the  symbolism  of  trees  is  un¬ 
veiled  as  the  story  unfolds.  “The  sur¬ 
prise  ending  will  blend  the  past,  pre¬ 
sent  and  future  in  such  a  way  that  all 
who  see  it  will  have  occasion  to  ‘think 
on  these  things’  when  the  need  again 
arises  to  decorate  a  Christmas  tree,” 
explained  one  of  the  members. 

The  play  will  be  given  on  Sunday, 

Dec.  18  at  5:30  p.m.  and/or  Monday, 

Dec.  19  at  7  p.m.  Pineview  is  at  5918 
Pine  Island  Road  (at  Hwy.  63  and  Pine 
Island  Road).  J.  D.  Lundy  is  pastor. 

Archaeologists 
find  synagogue 

WASHINGTON  (EP)— The  first- 

which  Jesus  preached  has  bkn  found  SeminaiV".  Before  going  to  West  FW 
by  ardiaeologists,  according  to  a  re-  ‘ 
cent  report  in  BibUcal  Archaeology  Church,  Jackson. 

Review  written  by  James  F.  Stange  of  „  „  , 

the  University  of  South  Florida  and  "wcus  Marl« 

Hershel  Shanks,  editor  of  the 
bimonthly  magazine. 

This  first-century  synagogue  was  ^  Bellefountain 
found  beneath  a  long-known  Danny  Bullock 


“Qrapovine  Wreath  and  Bow  Making"  was  domonstratod  Boattio,  Louisa  Bucknor,  USA;  Quay  Michael,  Yoon  Hoe  Lao,, 
recontty  to  the  First,  Starkville's  Woman's  Intamational  Group  Korea;  Joan  0ond,  Bavarly  Houston,  Juel  Hood,  Grace  San- 
by  Mrs.  Mike  Carter  and  Mrs.  Carolyn  Linder.  Left  to  right,  ders,  Dorothy  Lasweil,  USA.  Other  members  not  pictured  are 
front  row;  Mike  Carter  and  Carolyn  Linder,  USA;  IraisAlfonzo,  Dorlth  Beh-Porath,  israel;  Guida  Medeiros,  Portugal;  Kang 
Vartazuala;  Huda  Ramadan,  Libya;  Lai  Ching,  Lui  Koong,  Sook  Park,  Korea;  Zakia  Shwaehdi,  Libya;  Sayim  Kang  Chae, 
Hong  Kong;  Miriam  Ramirez,  Venezueia;  Jamiiah  Hussin,  Korea;  Liana  Salgado,  Honduras;  Samna  Abid  Ali,  Pakistan; 
Maiaysia;  May  El-Murr,  Labanon;  Kawkab  Ai-Samormad,  Iraq;  Eleanor  Moak,  Mary  Ann  Hayes.  Candy  Lloyd,  and  Fern  Cobb. 
Helen  Su,  Grace  Hsieh,  Taiwan;  Frances  Nash,  USA.  Left  to  USA.  Other  participating  countries  include:  Brazil,  Colombia, 
right,  back  row:  Merlyn  Oe-Corado,  Venezuela;  Mary  Ruth  Bangladesh,  Argentina,  and  Peru. 


Devotional 


The  shepherds  went  back 

By  David  E.  Hall,  pastor,  First,  West  Psiat 
My  srife  and  I  were  childless  for  the  first  13  years  of  our  marriage.  We  longed  to 
know  the  Joys  and  responsibilities  of  parenthood,  but  we  were  disappointed  again 
an^Main^^^^an  trying  to  adopt  a  child,  only  to  discover  that  the  process 
HHHppBjjjHII  would  very  likely  involve  several  years  of  waiting.  It  did. 

And  then  one  day  the  phone  rang  and  tba«  was  a  voice  at  the 
other  end  of  the  line  saying,  “We  have  a  baby  for  you.”  Sud- 
denly  and  unexpectedly,  tlw  waiting  was  over  as  we  found  our 
ijjji^Blivespunctuatedwithanexclamationpointof  joy.  Wedroveto 
the  city  where  we  were  to  pick  up  that  special  bundle  bf  joy 
who  was  to  become  our  daughter.  We  wW  never  forget  ttat 
j^^^Hl^^^day,  and  especially  the  journey  home.  It  was  different  hrinn 
2^Hany  kind  of  going  home  that  we  had  ever  experienced,  for  we 
traveled  srith  a  newborn  child  in  our  arms— and  in  our  hearts. 

Hall  I  think  about  that  experience  when  I  read,  “And  the 

shepherds  went  back  glorifying  and  praising  God”  (Luke  2:20).  The  shepherds 
had  been  out  in  the  flel^  caring  for  their  sheep,  and  that  was  what  they  went  back 
to,  but  their  return  was  a  very  special  kind  of  journey ,  for  they  too  went  back  with 
achild  in  their  hearts.  It  was  a  journey  of  praise  and  joy,  for  not  only  had  they 
beard  the  gospel  proclaimed  1^  angels,  but  they  had  actually  been  with  the 
newborn  Savior'a^t  whom  the  angels  sang. 

The  shepherds  went  back.  They  bad  to;  that  was  their  job,  their  responsibility. 
But  they  went  back  in  a  new,  a  different,  way.  There  is  an  important  sense  in 
which  tte  pattern  remains  the  same  in  every  genontion.  Every  person  who  is  led 
to  Jesus  has  certain  things  to  whidi  he  must  go  back.  He  must  go  back  borne,  back 
to  school,  back  to  work,  back  to  the  essential  responsibilities  and  routines  of  life. 
Bui  to  dimver  Jesus  as  LchxI  and  Savior  of  our  lives  is  to  discos  a  new  and 
different  way  of  going  back.  Jesus  came  into  the  world  to  m«kpit  so. 


L.  W.  Simmons  has  retired  as  pastor  Steve  Knight  has  resigned  at  Mid- 

of  Woodland  Church,  Pontotoc  C^ty.  way  Church,  Jackson  County,  after 

Tommy  Arinder  has  been  caUed  as  f  J?  ye*”- is 

pastoroftheImmanuelChurch,Cleve-  pa^rate 

land.  He  and  his  family  will  move  from  «  avaUable  for  pulpit  supply, 

the  Bassf  ield  Church ;  he  will  assume  Carey  Owens  was  recently  called  as 
the  new  pastorate  Jan.  1, 1984.  associate  in  charge  of  children’s 

Waller JacksonhasmovedtoPanola  ^ 

AssociaUon  to  become  pastor  of  the  Donald  is  the  pas- 

Como  Oiurch. 

Crystal  Ridge  Church,  Winston 

Randy  W.  Turner  has  resigned  as  County,  has  called  James  Haggard 


East  Heights  Church,  Tupelo,  has 
called  Will  Schmidt  as  minister  of 
music  and  activities. 

Randy  Walker  has  resigned  as  pas¬ 
tor  of  Union  Church,  Lincoln  County. 

Antioch  Church,  Neshoba  County, 
has  called  James  Gibson  as  pastor 
Gibson  and  his  wife,  Bettye,  moved 
from  Macedonia  Church,  Winston 
County.  While  in  Winston  County,  be 
was  a  member  of  the  Mississippi  Bap- 

nanny  w.  lumer  nas  resigned  as  County,  has  called  James  Haggard  as  tist  Convention  Board.  Gibson  is  a 
pastor  of  West  Fairbum  Church  in  pastor.  (The  church  has  recently  graduate  of  New  Orieans  Seminary. 
Georgia  to  become  assistant  to  the  poured  the  slab  for  a  new  fellowship  *  i  i 

pastor,  NdsOT Price, at RosweU Street  building.)  Architects  SOUght 

(%urch.  Marietta,  Ga.  Turner  is  a  na-  Wayne  Fults  has  been  called  as  pas-  .c  a  1  1  *  * 

tive  of  Mississippi.  He  is  a  graduate  of  tor  of  First  Baptist  Church,  Blanding,  lOr  .rvlflSKAll  prOJCCtS 
century  Capernaum  synagogue  in  Mississippi  College  and  New  Orieans  Utah  in  ciHiperation  of  the  Home  Mis- 

I - U-.  - -  .  .  ^  ^  Utah-Idaho  South-  NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)-An  ap- 

^m,  he  WM  pastor  of  Pocahontas  em  Baptist  Conventiim.  He  and  his  peal  has  been  issued  for  architects  to 

wife,  Marcia,  are  graduates  of  Missis-  participate  in  a  volunteer  missions 
sippi  State  University  and  he  is  also  a  project  to  assist  small  churches  in  the 
graduate  of  New  Orleans  Seminary.  Alaska  Baptist  Convention. 

He  has  served  in  churches  in  Licensed  architects  who  have  re- 
Doddsville,  Anguilla,  and  Louisville,  gistratlon  in  Alaska,  or  who  would  be 
Miss.  They  are  recent  members  of  willing  to  obtain  registration,  are 
Fairview  Church,  Columbus.  They  needed  to  (xxivide  basic  line  drawings 
pastor  of  Zion  Church,  Pontotoc  have  two  children,  James  and  Elaine,  and  working  plans  for  church 
County.  He  will  hold  his  fint  service  as  TTie  Fultses  may  be  addressed  at  157  facilities,  according  to  Gwenn 
pastor  there  on  Christmas  Day.  South  300  West  (55-3),  Blanding,  Utah  McCormick,  secretary  of  the  Southern 

„  .  .  .  84511.  Mrs.  Fults  is  a  native  of  Pon-  Baptist  Sunday  School  Board’s  church 

Ke^th  Mwe  has  r^gnM  as  pas-  and  j,g  ffnni  Leland.  ar^tecture  department. ' 

Joe  Mclntire  has  resigned  the  paste-  Persons  interested  in  discussing 
^  ^  Churdi,  Church,  Verona,  and  has  Alaskan  architectural  mission  oppor- 

Walthall  Assooation.  accepted  the  call  to  a  church  in  tunities  may  write  to  McCormick  at 

Mrs.  Faye  Wiggers  is  the  new  minis-  California.  The  church  at  Verona  gave  *he  Baptist  Sunday  Sdiool  Board,  127 
ter  of  music  at  First  Church,  Kos-  a  luncheon  on  Nov.  6,  honoring  Mcln-  Ninth  Ave.  N.,  Nashville,  TN  37234,  or 
dusko.  tire  and  his  family.  °uiy  call  him  at  (615)  251-2466. 


Zimbabwe  Baptists  respond 


to  Mozambique  missions 

A 

GWERU,  Zimbabwe  (BP)— The  Baptist  Convention  of  Zimbabwe,  dur¬ 
ing  its  annual  meeting,  voted  to  send  at  least  20  Zimbabwean  nten  into 
Moxambique  for  a  month  to  hdp  train  Baptist  leaders. 

The  Zimbabweans  responded  to  appeals  from  two  convention  leaders 
who  bad  returned  from  a  two-week  visit  to  Mozambique. 

More  than  20  persons  vdunteered  for  the  assigmnent.  Pledges  of  finan- 
olkl  support  for  the  project  totaled  |737  including  $600  promi^  by  three 
individuals.  It  will  cost  $200  for  each  volunteer. 

Both  Zimbabwe  and  Mozantbique  have  Marxist-led  governments. 
Mozambique  is  currently  closed  to  Southern  Baptist  missiooaries. 
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Paul’s  concern,  gratitude 

By  Harry  L.  Lncenay,  Temple,  Hattiesborg 
Philippiaas  4:2-23 

Paul  doses  his  letter  to  the  Philip-  The  world  has  always  been  unstable 
plans  with  a  word  about  unity  and  and  threatening,  so  people  have  al- 
peace.  Both  of  these  characteristics  of  ways  worried.  Paul  encouraged  his  fel- 
Christianity  are  available  to  the  C%ris-  IqifLchristians  to  “quit  coming  un- 
tian,  regardless  of  his  environment  or  /^lued.’^Theii^trustmustbeinGodand 
circumstances.  The  heart  d  this  pas-  /  they  n^ed  only  to  make  their  re¬ 
sage  is  the  truth  that  every  man  can  VouestsT  known  to  him.  The  loving 
govern  his  thoughts  and  actions  as  he  Fkther  God  cares  about  every  detail  d 
allows  Christ  to  work  through  him.  life  and  is  greater  than  any  troutde 

God’speaM  (4:2-9)— There  are  hints  they  encountered, 
at  division  in  the  church  throughout  Therdore,  God’s  peace  was  the  in- 
tfais  brid  letter  (2:2,  2:14).  This  per-  evitable  result.  This  inward  peace  is 
soaal  conflict  between  two  women  who  grounded  in  God’s  [vesence  and  {unm- 
may  have  owned  the  homes  where  the  ises.  It  is  independent  of  external  cir- 
congregation  met  is  causing  Kpblems  cumstances  or  environment.  The 
in  the  fellowship.  Tlie  problem  may  be  peace  of  God  becomes  the  garrison  of 
over  an  interpretation  in  Christian  the  soul. 

doctrine  or  some  activity  within  the  Paul  wanted  his  readers  to  concen- 
church.  Either  way,  the  disunity  was  trate  on  the  virtues  d  truth,  honor,  jus- 
expressing  itself  in  disagreements,  tice,  purity,  lovdiness,  and  gradous- 
Tbe  quarrd  was  not  just  a  private  ar-  ness  because  he  knew  such  contempla- 
gument.  Now  it  involved  tte  heart  d  tion  shapes  a  person’s  conduct, 
the  <3uistian  conununity.  (Wouldn’t  God’s  power  (4:19-13)— Con- 
those  good  women  be  embarrassed  if  tentment  is  the  frame  of  mind  that 
they  had  known  that  some  2,000  years  exists  when  people  accept  each  situa- 
later  all  people  would  have  known  tion  and  use  it  in  the  best  possible  way 
about  them  was  that  they  quarreled!)  to  fulfill  their  lives’  purpose.  Abun- 
Paul  encourages  the  ladies  to  agree  in  dance  and  need  were  simply  tempor- 
the  Lord  and  get  about  his  business.  ary  details. 

Years  ago  there  was  a  church  in  All  d  nature  depends  on  hidden  re- 
aootber  state  which  was  threatening  to  sources.  The  Christian  must  draw 
split.  J.  B.  Gambrell  was  summoned  to  upon  thedeep  resources  d  God  by  faith 
preaide  over  the  business  meeting.  The  as  he  faces  the  pressures  d  life.  J.  B. 
air  was  filled  with  t«ision.Bef(tfe  any-  Phillips  translates  verse  13,  “I  am 
one  was  allowed  to  speak,  Gambrell  ready  for  anything  through  the 
called  for  the  pulpit  to  be  moved  and  in  stren^  d  the  one  who  lives  within 
its  place  was  put  the  large ’‘preacher’s  me.”  The  power  to  cope  with  all  things 
chair.”  Addressing  the  church.  Gam-  comes  from  the  one  who  continually 
brsU  insisted  that  the  Lord  was  more  iduses  power— Jesus  Christ, 
interested  in  the  well  being  of  his  God’s  provision  (4:14-23)— The 
church  than  in  any  d  its  members.  The  church  at  Philippi  has  shared  in  Paul’s 
empty  chair  was  to  serve  as  a  remin-  ministry  financially.  Paul  extoids  a 
der  that  the  Lord  who  died  for  his  word  d  gratitude  for  their  gracious, 
church  was  present  and  broken-  sacrificial  gift.  Then  Paul  shares  a 
hearted  over  the  division  in  his  body,  great  prmnise  d  provision  in  verse  19: 
Each  person  was  given  permission  to  “My  God  shall  supply  all  your  needs 
say  what  behadtesayasifinthepre-  according  to  his  riches  in  glory  by 
sence  d  the  Lord  himself.  Jesus  Christ.”  Hudson  Taylor  later 

Then  Gambrell  opened  the  floor  to  wrote,  “When  God’s  work  is  done  in 
allow  the  people  to  speak.  No  one  God’s  way  for  God’s  ^ory,  it  will  nd 
spoke.  The  wise  man  d  God  asked  if  lack  for  God’s  supply.”  Since  God’s 
anyone  wanted  to  come  kneel  at  the  wealth  is  limitless,  it  is  impossible  to 
front  and  pray.  One  by  onp  they  came  exhaust  it  by  all  the  needs  d  mankind 
until  the  church  was  on  her  knees.  God  combined.  What  extravagance!  But 
brought  healing  to  his  body.  through  the  ages,  Christians  have 

Problems  can  be  solved  in  the  Lord  found  it  unquestionably  so. 

.  and  peace  can  reign  in  his  body,  the 
dMn^.  ' 

Ppul  next  encourages  the  readers  la  1912,  the  Foreign  Mission  Board 
“to  rejoice  in  the  Lord.”  This  is  not  a  appointed  406  new  Southern  Baptfet 
oomnund  to  be  happy.  It  is  a  directive  missionaries,  a  2.58  percent  increase, 
to  discipline  one’s  life  in  the  practiced  In  order  to  keep  up  with  the  Bdd  Mis- 
Chriatian  joy.  Since  man  Biids  a  sense  skm  Thrust  goal  d  having  5,000  mis- 
d  satf-worth,  well-being,  and  fulfill-  sionaries  overseas  by  the  turn  d  the 
ment  in  Christ,  he  can  have  Christian  centi^,  a  3  percent  »nnii»i  personnel 
.joy  regardleas  d  his  drciunstances.  gain  is  neceuary  for  this  decade. 


Prepare  the  way 

By  Clarence  H.  Cntrell,  Jackson 
Isaiah  4941 


The  cry,  “Prepare  ye  the  way  d  the  the  glorious  things  rderred  to  in  this 
Lord,”  uttered  here  probably  in  the  passage  when  the  actions  d  God  make 
late  years  d  Israel’s  exile  in  Babylon,  the  people  aware  that  he  is  still  the  God 
received  no  fulfillment  for  several  dthecovenantand  when  they  are  cal- 
years  and  then  only  partial.  After  led  to  renewed  commitment  and  ef- 
Cyrus  defeated  Babylon,  a  small  fort.  Thus  will  the  glory  of  the  Lord  be 
number  d  the  Jews  inade  their  way  revealed  in  such  magnitude  that  “all 
back  across  the  wilderness  d  Syria  to  flesh  shall  see  it.” 
their  own  land  d  Judah.  But  there  was  3.  Hie  way  d  confidence  (Isa.  49:9- 
little  d  the  glory  d  the  Lord  revealed  8).  It  seems  that,  as  the  days  d  captiv- 
at  that  time  and  few  eyes  beheld  these  ity  lengthened  into  the  years,  the 
stragglers.  ,  people  became  less  and  less  assured 

In  the  days  d  John  the  Baptist  there  that  they  were  indeed  the  people  of 
was  a  second  partial  fulfillment  as  this  Jehovah,  the  only  true  God.  They 
forerunner  of  Jesus  pointed  him  out  as  judged  themselves  to  be  like  the  grass 
the  one  who  was  spoken  of  by  the  that  withers  and  the  flowers  that  fall 
prophet  Isaiah.  And  there  were  cer-  because  the  Lord  allowed  winds  d  ad- 
tainly  some  at  that  time  who,  behold-  versity  to  blow  upon  them.  But  we  to- 
ing  him,  said,  “We  beheld  his  glory,  day,  like  them  in  Isaiah’s  day,  need  to 
the  glory  d  the  only  begotten  of  the  be  reminded  that  our  confidence  is  in 
Father.”  This  great  prophecy,  made  the  word  of  God  which  stands  forever, 
memorable  to  multitudes  by  Handel’s  When  we  demonstrate  to  the  world  that 
“Messiah,”  will  not  come  to  pass  until  we  really  do  trust  in  God  as  we  say  on 
the  last  days  when  the  trumpet  shall  our  minted  money,  and  not  in  the 
herald  the  return  d  Christ  and  he  shall  money  on  which  the  words  are  en- 
be  seen  coming  in  the  clouds  in  great  graved,  not  in  the  military  might  d  the 
glory  and  power,  and  every  eye  shall  government  which  mints  it,  and  not  in 
see  him.  Wluit  kind  of  way  is  to  be  pre-  the  might  of  our  hands  which  spend  it 
pared  for  him?  so  carelessly,  we  wiU  prepare  for  our 

L  The  way  d  consolatioa  (Ita.  49:1-  Lwtl  a  way  d  confidence  in  his  word. 
2).  Several  commentators  point  out  4.  The  way  d  Christ  (Isa.  49:19-11). 
that  this  is  the  only  time  that  a  prophet  We  have  good  tidings  to  tell!  Wehave 
is  commanded  to  comfort  God’s  people  s<Hnething  to  shout  about!  We  do  not 
rather  than  condemn  them.  In  every  need  to  be  afraid.  We  can  say  to  the 
other  instance  it  is  God  himself  who  world,  “Behold  your  God!”  and  then 
comforts  the  people.  But  the  way  can  live  in  such  a  way  that  they  can  see  him 
be  one  d  consolation  only  because  one  in  us  by  the  joy  in  our  faces,  the  integ¬ 
er  both  d  two  things  have  happened,  rity  d  our  lives,  our  sincere  love  fw 
God’s  people  have  been  engaged  in  a  one  another  and  concern  for  those  who 
warfare  against  the  forces  of  evil  do  not  know  him,  our  faithfulness  in 
and/or  they  have  become  aware  of  worship  and  Bible  study,  the  way  we 
their  sins  and  have  sought,  by  way  of  make,  spend,  give  and  save  our 
repentance,  to  receive  the  consolation  money.  TTien  they  will  see  his  power, 
d  God’s  forgiveness.  They  will  see  that  we,  the  rede«ned  of 

Comfort  cannot  come  to  a  people  the  ages',  are  his  reward,  his  recom- 
who  are  already  comfortable  with  a  pense.  And  we  will  be  his  sheep  and  he 
life  style  d  earthly  pleasure,  physical  will  be  our  shepherd,  tender,  loving 
ease,  and  fmancial  security.  Qirist-  and  gmtie.  TTiis  is  what  Chridmas  is 
ians  “at  ease  in  Zion”  will  never  sue-  all  about.  This  is  the  way  d  Christ, 
ceed  in  preparing  the  way  d  the  Lord.  “O  God,  so  fill  us  with  thy  grace  and 

They  have  all  that  they  feel  is  worth-  enlist  us  in  thy  work,  so  manifest  the 
while.  Why  get  disturbed  about  far-  might  d  thy  word  to  us,  that  the  ideal 
away  places  and  happenings,  as  in  d  thy  perfect  kingdom  may  shine  as 
Lebanon  or  Grenada.  “It  can  never  bright  and  near  to  us  as  to  thy  priiphet 
happen  here,”  they  say.  Why  get  ex-  d  old,  and  that  we  may  become  its  in- 
dted  about  “peace  on  earth”  when  spired  preaches  and  evo*  labour  in  its 
they  have  aU  d  the  peace  they  want?  hope.  Amen.”— George  Adam  Smith, 
8.  The  way  d  cwtilMdag  covenant  “The  Book  of  Isaiah,”  Vd.  H,  The  Ex- 
(Isa.  49:3-1).  There  are  times  when  it  poaltor’s  BiUe. 

seems  to  God’s  people  that  the  Lord  - 

has  removed  himself  far  from  the  la  the  223  nations  on  earth  today,  32.6 

earthly  scene  and  has  forgotten  his  CO-  percent  d  the  4i  billion  people  are 
venant  with  Israel.  It  is  far  more  likely  Christians.  The  total  Christian  com- 
that  the  people  have  failed  to  keep  munity  is  adding  new  believera  at  the 
their  pa^d  the  covenant.  But  the  way  rate  d  approximately  23  million  a 
will  be  prepared  for  the  fulfillment  d  year. 


Promise  and  fulfillment 

By  Larry  W.  Fields,  Harrisborg,  Tnpdo 
2  Samaei  7:1M3,19:  Isaiah  9:^7 

i 

The  Bible  is  full  of  promise  and  place.  He  anticipates  the  happiness 
prophesies.  Many  of  these  have  been  and  celebration  tiiat  would  result  when 
fulfilled  and  others  are  yet  to  be  fulfi^  the  light  would  come.  He  uses  two 
led.  Most  d  the  Old  Testament’s  prom-  metaphors  to  explain  the  joy  that 
ises  were  fulfilled  in  the  New  Testa-  would  come.  It  could  be  compared  to 
ment.  ’The  two  passages  we  are  study-  the  elation  of  the  farmer  vriw  has  com¬ 
ing  this  week  relate  to  the  promise  of  pleted  his  harvesting  or  to  the  victori- 
the  coming  Messiah.  The  coming  d  ous  army  dividing  the  spoils  d  war. 
Jesus  dirist  as  God’s  incarnate  son  Nd  only  would  joy  result,  but  the 
made  these  promises  complete.  Messiah  would  bring  total  victwy  over 

Davidrulcd  well  for  40  years.  He  led  the  enemies  of  God.  He  cites  as  an 
Israel  to  some  d  her  greatest  years,  example  the  overwhelming  victory  d 
but  beyond  his  successful  and  victori-  Gideon  and  his  small  band  over  the 
ous  reign  would  come  one  who  would  huge  Midianite  army.  The  total  victory 
be  exalted  as  “King  d  Kings  and  Lord  brought  about  by  the  Messiah  would 
of  Lords.”  lead  to  perfect  peace.  The  greatest  viC- 

David  would  not  live  to  see  the  Tern-  tory  would  be  over  man’s  greatest 
pie  built  nor  would  be  live  to  see  the  enemy,  sin. 

Christ,  but  by  faith  he  believed  3.  God’s  fulfillment  in  Jesus  (Isaiah 
strongly  that  they  would  come.  God  9:9-9) 

premia^  it,  and  God  always  keeps  his  Without  common  knowledge  d  the 
promises.  fact  that  Isaiah  lived  hundreds  d 

1.  God’s  promise  to  King  David  (2  years  bdcH'e  the  birth  of  Christ,  one 

Samuel  7:12-13, 19).  would  assume  that  he  was  a  contem- 

David  was  certainly  disappointed  pwary  d  Jesus.  He  described  him  so 
that  he  would  nd  be  allowed  to  com-  perfectly.  It  is  obvious  that  this  great 
plete  the  Temple,  but,  according  to  the  prophet  was  inspired  by  God  to  reveal 
prophet,  Nathan,  it  would  be  com-  there  great,.descriptive  truths  prior  to 
ple^  by  his  son  (lOironicles  28:34).  the  birth  d  the  coming  king. 

However,  in  order  to  console  David,  it  It  was  customary  to  give  new  names 
was  revealed  that  his  kingdom  would  and  titles  to  a  king  at  his  coronation, 
last  through  Solomon  and  his  descen-  Four  names  are  used  to  describe  the 
dants.  Messiah: 

Not  only  did  David  adiieve  success  1.  Wonderful  (Counselor— He  would 
by  going  from  an  humble  shepherd’s  properly  guide  and  protect  his  chil¬ 
iad  to  K^  d  Israel,  but  he  was  yet  to  dren. 

achieve  to  greatest  success,  which  2.  Mighty  God— He  would  bring 
would  be  through  to  lineage.  David’s  great  power  to  overwhelm  his 
throne  would  last  forever.  enemies. 

This  would  not  be  an  earthly,  politi-  3.  Everlasting  Father— He  would 
cal  kingdom.  Babylon  ended  that  give  constant  care  and  love  to  to  chil¬ 
dreambycapturing  Judah  in  BC  587.  It  dren  for  all  eternity, 
would  be  a  spiritual  and  eternal  king-  4.  FTince  d  Peace— He  would  usher 
dom.  God  promised  David  smnething  in  an  era  d  peace  that  would  begin 
far  more  important  than  the  Temple,  within  an  individual’s  heart  and  then 
One  day  one  would  come  from  God  and  go  into  all  the  world, 
the  people  would  call  him  “the  son  d  David  and  Isaiah  could  look  forward 

David.” At(3iristmaswecelebratethe  to  the  future  with  hope.  We  can  look 
birth  d  that  special  one,  Jesus  Christ  bade  and  know  that  G^’spromire  was 
the  Lord.  He  was  human  and  divine,  fulfilled.  Jesus  Christ  was  Emmanud, 
The  human  fifed  Jesus  came  directly  “God  with  us,”  and  be  will  always  be  a 
from  the  flesh  and  blood  d  David.  wonderful  counselor,  mighty  God, 

2.  Gad’s  prophecy  ta  Isaiah  (Isaiah  everlasting  Father,  and  Prince  of 

9:2-5)  Peace.  It  is  our  responsibility  to  Mmre 

Isaiah  lived  and  ministered  during  the  fulfillment  d  God’s  promise. 

troubled  times.  This  gifted  prophet  w  • 

was  able  to  look  beyond  the  darlmess  JL4ltll6rA116  g&lU 
and  difficulty  d  the  present  to  the 

glorious  future  planned  by  God.  He  NEWYORK(Efi*)— North  American 

explained  that  the  daitness  d  the  Lutheran  menfterahip  in  1912  dwved 
world  would  be  penetrated  by  a  power-  an  increased  more  than  12,099  m^ 
fill  fight.  TUs  light  would  be  Jesus  bersfirom  the  previoos  year  for  a  total 
(John  9:12).  d  8,835,165  members,  aooording  to 

Isaiah  writes  in  the  preasnt  tense  as  statistics  released  by  the  Lutheran 
if  the  good  news  bad  already  taken  Council. 


